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Bruce Duggan, M.B.A., Uni ver sity of Man i toba

Pro gram De scrip tion

The study of Phi los o phy en ables stu dents to de velop their crit i cal un der stand ings and ap pre ci a tions of
hu man knowl edge, rea son ing, and val ues as ar tic u lated in var i ous philo soph i cal en deav ors. This pro -
gram is de signed to equip stu dents with a broad, clas si cal un der stand ing of hu man life and thought, an
aware ness of meth ods, top ics, and trends in Phi los o phy, and an ad vanced abil ity to think analytically,
critically, and creatively.

Pro gram Ob jec tives

In ad di tion to meet ing the mis sion and pur poses of Prov i dence Col lege, the study of Philosophy will
en able each grad u ate to:

1. Char ac ter ize the var i ous meth ods and per spec tives of Philosophy in con trast to other hu man i ties
and the so cial sciences.

2. Dem on strate knowl edge of dif fer ing ap proaches to the in te gra tion of Chris tian per spec tives and
Philosophy, and skill in its practice.

3. Sum ma rize and eval u ate im por tant hu man ideas and is sues from an in formed Chris tian
worldview.

4. In ter pret his or her hu man ex pe ri ence and thereby en hance self-un der stand ing, for the pur pose of
at tain ing more en light ened and sat is fy ing hu man experience.

5. Dis play an ap pre ci a tion of and com mit ment to the com mon good and well-be ing of hu man life.

6. Be pre pared for fur ther stud ies in Phi los o phy.

Pro gram In for ma tion

Stu dents in phi los o phy may se lect a Phi los o phy Mi nor or Con cen tra tion. The pre req ui site for en try
into the Phi los o phy Mi nor or Con cen tra tion is a grade of C or better in any Prov i dence philosophy
course.

Phi los o phy Mi nor or Con cen tra tion (18 credit hours)
213.11 – PHIL: In tro duc tion to Phi los o phy
213.13 – PHIL: Crit i cal Think ing
12 credit hours of Phi los o phy elec tives (3 hours at the up per level)

Stu dents with a Phi los o phy Con cen tra tion may pair it with a con cen tra tion in an other dis ci pline in the
hu man i ties or so cial sci ences to com prise one of the fol low ing ma jors:

Hu man i ties Ma jor (3 year)
Hu man i ties Ad vanced Ma jor (4 year)
Hu man i ties Hon ours Ma jor (4 year)
In ter dis ci plin ary Arts Ma jor (3 year)
In ter dis ci plin ary Arts Ad vanced Ma jor (4 year)
In ter dis ci plin ary Arts Hon ours Ma jor (4 year)

See 4.6.9 Hu man i ties or 4.6.12 In ter dis ci plin ary Arts for the full de tails of these ma jors.

Providence College

108
Academic Information



Phi los o phy Course De scrip tions

Foun da tions in Hu man i ties
200.40 – HUM/SSC: Hon ours Thesis

A guided cap stone re search and writ ing pro ject for se niors in Honours ma jors.

Phi los o phy
213.11 – PHIL: In tro duc tion to Phi los o phy

An in tro duc tory in ves ti ga tion of the main ar eas of phi los o phy: logic, meta phys ics, epis te mol ogy, and eth ics. 
Our in ves ti ga tion will be sensitive to the his tor i cal roots from which philo soph i cal thought has de vel oped,
but will be con cerned pri mar ily with un der stand ing phi los o phy’s pe ren nial ques tions and, when pos si ble,
providing some ini tial rea son able an swers.

213.13 – PHIL: Crit i cal Thinking
A course in prac ti cal logic, de signed to help stu dents think clearly and crit i cally by learn ing to iden tify, an a lyze,
eval u ate, and construct ar gu ments. The course in cludes the study of ba sic types of rea son ing, the struc ture of ar -
gu ment, cri te ria of ar gu ment as sess ment, for mal and in for mal fal la cies, plus prob lems of clar ity and mean ing.

213.21 – PHIL: His tory of Philosophy
A brief in tro duc tion to the chief con cerns and meth ods of the most in flu en tial west ern phi los o phers from an -
cient Greek times to the pres ent.

213.22 – PHIL: Eth ics
A study of the ma jor the o ries of eth ics and a dis cus sion of var i ous con tem po rary moral is sues. Ma jor eth i cal 
the o ries in clude moral rel a tiv ism, vir tue eth ics, contractarianism, util i tar i an ism, Kantian eth ics, evo lu tion ary 
eth ics, nat u ral law the ory, di vine com mand the ory, the golden rule, intuitionism. Con tem po rary moral is sues 
in clude abor tion, ge netic tech nol ogy and clon ing, stem cell re search, sui cide, euthanasia/phy si cian-as sisted
sui cide, cap i tal pun ish ment, war, ho mo sex u al ity, same-sex mar riage, por nog ra phy, dis crim i na tion and af fir -
ma tive ac tion.

213.23 – PHIL: Phi los o phy of Re li gion
A crit i cal ex am i na tion of re li gious be liefs and the grounds for hold ing them. Top ics will in clude re li gious
plu ral ism, com pet ing views on the re la tion be tween faith and rea son, the na ture of God, ar gu ments for the
ex is tence of God, mir a cles and rea son able be lief, the logic of God in car nate, per sonal re li gious ex pe ri ence,
the prob lem of evil and suf fer ing, Pascal’s wager, and the na ture and lim its of apologetics. (This course will
fo cus pri mar ily on Chris tian the ism, though much is di rectly rel e vant to other re li gious views. For fur ther
philo soph i cal in ves ti ga tion of other re li gious views, stu dents are en cour aged to take 213.24 – PHIL:
Worldview Stud ies as a com ple ment to this course.)

213.24 – PHIL: Worldview Studies
An in tro duc tory sys tem atic sur vey and as sess ment of ma jor sec u lar and re li gious phi los o phies/worldviews.
Stu dents will be equipped with the con cep tual tools of worldview anal y sis and eval u a tion and will ap ply
them to bib li cal Chris tian the ism, non-Chris tian the ism, de ism, nat u ral ism, east ern pan the is tic mo nism, the
New Age, and postmodernism. (Note: for greater de tail con cern ing the his tory, lead ers, teach ings, tra di tions, 
and prac tices of the world’s re li gions, stu dents are ad vised to take courses in Re li gious Stud ies)

213.25 – PHIL: Phi los o phy of Science
A philo soph i cal ex am i na tion of the sci en tific en ter prise. Top ics in clude the na ture of sci ence, sci en tific
meth od ol o gies, mod els of ex pla na tion, the as sump tions of sci ence, the re la tion be tween the ory and ob ser va -
tion, the re al ist/in stru men tal ist sta tus of sci en tific the o ries, com pet ing views of the re la tion be tween sci ence
and the ol ogy, plus a philo soph i cal in ves ti ga tion of the sci en tific sta tus of in tel li gent de sign the ory. (A pre vi -
ous course in Phi los o phy is rec om mended but not re quired. This course sat is fies a Sci ence requirement)

213.32 – PHIL: Eth ics in the Mar ket place
Eth i cal is sues that affect busi ness de ci sions and op er a tions will be stud ied. Em pha sis will be placed on con -
tem po rary is sues that im pact man age ment from the view point of so ci ety. (Pre req ui site: one 213.1x or
213.2x phi los o phy course)

213.33 – PHIL: Spe cial Stud ies in Eth ics
An investigation of a topic in eth ics of par tic u lar in ter est to a guest lec turer or fac ulty mem ber. Pos si ble top -
ics in clude but are not ex hausted by the fol low ing: abor tion, ge netic tech nol ogy and clon ing, stem cell re -
search, same-sex mar riage, phy si cian-as sisted sui cide, war. (Pre req ui site: one 213.1x or 213.2x phi los o phy
course)

Providence College

109
4.6 Programs and Courses Offered



213.34 – PHIL: Spe cial Stud ies in Phi los o phy of Re li gion
An in ves ti ga tion of a topic in phi los o phy of re li gion of par tic u lar in ter est to a guest lec turer or fac ulty mem -
ber. Pos si ble top ics in clude but are not ex hausted by the fol low ing: postmo der nity and Chris tian ity, con tem -
po rary chal lenges to Chris tian ity, Da vid Hume on mir a cles, the kalam cos mo log i cal ar gu ment, evil and
suf fer ing as an ob jec tion to God’s ex is tence. (Pre req ui site: one 213.1x or 213.2x phi los o phy course)

213.35 – PHIL: Spe cial Stud ies in Phi los o phy of Science
An in ves ti ga tion of a topic in Phi los o phy of Sci ence of par tic u lar in ter est to a guest lec turer or fac ulty mem -
ber. Pos si ble top ics in clude but are not ex hausted by the fol low ing: a philo soph i cal in ves ti ga tion of the sci -
en tific sta tus of in tel li gent de sign, rel a tiv is tic chal lenges to ob jec tiv ity of ob ser va tion. (Pre req ui site: one
213.1x or 213.2x phi los o phy course)

213.36 – PHIL: Spe cial Stud ies in Phi los o phy
An in ves ti ga tion of a topic in phi los o phy of par tic u lar in ter est to a guest lec turer or fac ulty mem ber. (Pre -
req ui site: one 213.1x or 213.2x phi los o phy course)

213.42 – PHIL: Con tem po rary Re li gious Phi los o phers
A sur vey of con tem po rary Chris tian re li gious phi los o phy with read ings from re cent and cur rent Protestant
and Cath o lic writ ers. Rep re sen ta tives from Fun da men tal ism, Lib er al ism, Neo-Or tho doxy, Rad i cal The ol ogy, 
Lib er a tion The ol ogy, and Pro cess The ol ogy will be con sid ered. (Pre req ui site: one 213.1x or 213.2x phi los o -
phy course)

Courses Cross-Cred ited for Phi los o phy Minors:
111.12 – BTHO: Philo soph i cal Foun da tions for The ol ogy

(See Theo log i cal Stud ies, The ol ogy, for course de scrip tion)
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