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PROVIDENCE COLLEGE 
Department of Arts and Science 
213.22 – PHIL: Ethics 
 
Semester: Fall 2010 
Class hours: Mondays & Thursdays 11:10 a.m. - 12:25 p.m.  
Classroom: 1 
Credit hours: 3 
 
Instructor: Hendrik van der Breggen, Ph.D. 
Office: 2A16  Phone: (204) 433-7488 x242 Email: hendrik.vanderbreggen@prov.ca 
Office hours: Mondays 2:00-3:15 p.m., Thursdays 12:40-1:55 p.m., Fridays 9:50 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. and 
3:20 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. (by appointment) 
 
 

_____________________SYLLABUS___________________ 
 

A.  COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course is a study of the major theories of ethics and a discussion of various contemporary 
moral issues.  Major ethical theories include moral relativism, virtue ethics, contractarianism, 
utilitarianism, Kantian ethics, evolutionary ethics, natural law theory, divine command theory, 
the golden rule, intuitionism.  Contemporary moral issues include abortion, genetic technology 
and cloning, stem cell research, suicide, euthanasia/physician-assisted suicide, capital punish-
ment, war, homosexuality, same-sex marriage, pornography, discrimination and affirmative 
action.  (Note: For greater detail concerning the ethics of business, students are advised to take 
213.32 – PHIL: Ethics in the Marketplace.) 
 

B.  COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
After the successful completion of this course, the student will have gained an introductory 
understanding concerning the history, methods, and issues of ethics; the student will have further 
developed his/her skill in the art of philosophical analysis and critique, especially with regard to 
ethical theory and some contemporary moral issues; and the student will have increased his/her 
appreciation of how Christianity is relevant to ethics—and vice versa.  
 
 
Special note to students:  

It is your responsibility to retain course syllabi for possible future use to support applications for transfer of credit to 
other educational institutions. 
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C.  COURSE TEXTS AND SUPPLEMENTARY RESOURCES 
 
1. Required textbooks – Part A 
Note: Both of the following two books are required at the beginning of the course. 
 
Moreland, J. P. & Norman L. Geisler.  The Life and Death Debate: Moral Issues of Our Time.  Westport, 

Connecticut: Greenwood/Praeger Publishers, 1990. 
 
Wilkens, Steve.  Beyond Bumper Sticker Ethics: An Introduction to Theories of Right & Wrong.  Downers 

Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1995. 
 
2. Required textbooks – Part B 
Note: Students choose one of the following three books for a book review (due at end of course). 
 
Chamberlain, Paul.  Final Wishes: A Cautionary Tale on Death, Dignity & Physician-Assisted Suicide.  

Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2000. 
 
Charles, J. Daryl.  Between Pacifism and Jihad: Just War and the Christian Tradition.  Downers Grove, 

Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2005. 
 
Dallas, Joe.  The Gay Gospel? How Pro-Gay Advocates Misread the Bible.  Eugene, Oregon: Harvest 

House, 2007. 
 
3. Recommended (but not required) book 
 
Grenz, Stanley J. & Jay T. Smith.  Pocket Dictionary of Ethics.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity 

Press, 2003. 
 

4. Supplementary readings 
 
Some notes and articles will be distributed in class or electronically or made available in the library. 
 
 

D.  COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. Listening to lectures and participation in class discussions.  (See Course Policies below regarding 

attendance, punctuality, and appropriate in-class behaviour.) 
 
2. Reading of assigned portions of the textbook plus supplementary readings. 
 
3. Completion of each of the following: 
 
(a) Video reflection paper. Students will view the movie Amazing Grace (DVD available in library) and 
then write a short essay very briefly summarizing the story and explaining its moral significance for 
Christians today. Length: 2 pages maximum (12-point font, double-spaced, one-inch margins, proper 
grammar, etc.). Due: October 7 (in class, at beginning of class).  No late papers will be accepted (except 
in cases of serious illness, extreme emergency, or death; see late assignment policy below). 
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(b) Midterm exam.  Date: October 18.  The midterm exam will involve true/false, short answer, and short 
essay questions.  These questions will help students develop as well as demonstrate their understanding of 
the course material covered up to this time. 
 
(c) Essay-review. Students will read and review either Chamberlain's book Final Wishes or Charles’ 
Between Pacifism and Jihad or Dallas’s The Gay Gospel.  Students will choose which book will be 
reviewed.  The review will provide students with two opportunities: (1) to explore a contemporary moral 
issue—i.e., physician-assisted suicide (Chamberlain) or war (Charles) or homosexuality (Dallas)—and (2) 
to sharpen skills in argument analysis and argument evaluation.  Length: 6 pages maximum (12-point 
font, double-spaced, one-inch margins, proper grammar, etc.).  Additional instructions will be announced 
in class.  Due date: December 9 (in class, at beginning of class).  No late papers will be accepted (except 
in cases of serious illness, extreme emergency, or death; see late assignment policy below). 

 
(d) Final exam.  Date and time: December 16, 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Location: To be announced.  This 
exam will cover, primarily, but not exclusively, topics discussed and readings assigned since the midterm 
exam. The final exam will involve true/false, short answer, and short essay questions.  These questions 
will help students to develop as well as demonstrate their understanding of the course material. 
 
(e) Bonus assignment (optional for additional 5%).  Students have the option to do an additional video 
reflection paper if they wish. Students may choose to view (in addition to Amazing Grace) either Bella or 
The Island or The Hiding Place and then write a short essay very briefly summarizing the story and 
explaining its moral significance for Christians today. Length: 2 pages maximum (12-point font, double-
spaced, one-inch margins, proper grammar, etc.). Due: December 9 (in class, at beginning of class).  No 
late papers will be accepted (except in cases of serious illness, extreme emergency, or death; see late 
assignment policy below). 
 

E. GRADING SUMMARY 

 
1. Grade Components 
 
Midterm exam   30% 
Essay-review   30% 
Video reflection   10% 

Final exam      30% 
Bonus video reflection (optional)    5%  
Total     105% 

 
2. Grading Scale  
 
Exceptional  A+ 4.0  93-100 
Excellent  A  85-92 

  A-  80-84 
 

Superior  B+ 3.5 77-79 
Good   B 3.0  73-76 

  B-  70-72 
 

Satisfactory/Average C+ 2.5  67-69 
Adequate  C 2.0  63-66 

  C-  60-62 

 
Marginal  D+ 1.0 57-59 
Poor   D  53-56 
   D-  50-52 
 
Failure   F 0.0 <50 
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F.  COURSE POLICIES 
 
Full text to the academic policies, procedures and regulations of Providence College can be found online 
in the Student Handbook (http://www.providencecollege.ca/college/student_life/) and the College 
Academic Calendar (http://www.providencecollege.ca/college/programs/registrars_office/calendar/ 
 
1.  Class Attendance Policy 
 
Attendance is expected as well as highly recommended.  Your instructor’s lectures will add clarity to the 
contents of the course textbook and supplementary readings, and your instructor’s lectures will sometimes 
address topics not covered by the course textbook and supplementary readings.  Also, much will be 
learned from class discussions.  
 
Three unexcused absences are allowed: i.e., three 1.25-hour class meetings may be missed without 
penalty or documentation of excuse (absences due to college sports outings will count as allowed 
unexcused absences).  Thereafter a 3 percent deduction from the final course grade is levied per missed 
class (unless the absence is excused for a good reason such as serious illness, extreme emergency, or 
death, verified by a reasonable authority such as a medical doctor; in these cases the student must fill out 
an Absence Form as well as submit appropriate documentation).  (The Absence Form can be found at the 
end of the online version of this syllabus.) 
 
Arriving to class late is a seriously frowned upon behaviour.  If a student is late for class, he/she is 
advised to enter the class quietly from the rear of the room and be seated quietly at the rear of the room.  
At the end of the class the late student should advise the professor of the late student’s attendance to avoid 
being recorded as absent (the late student should do this after the professor has finished talking with all 
other students about matters relating to course content). 
 
Inappropriate behaviour while attending class (e.g., talking without instructor’s approval) is unacceptable.  
Such behaviour may result in a 5 or more percent deduction from the final grade, depending upon the 
severity of the inappropriate behaviour (as judged by the instructor).  By maintaining his/her registration 
in the class, the student agrees to abide by the following ground rules for discussion: 
 
- Rule 1 – Show your hand when you wish to speak. 
- Rule 2 – Speak only when asked to speak. 
- Rule 3 – When you begin to speak state your name clearly. 
- Rule 4 – One person speaks at a time. 
- Rule 5 – Be quiet when another person is speaking. 
- Rule 6 – Feel free to voice disagreement, but do so with gentleness and respect. 
- Rule 7 – Try to make each other feel comfortable enough to make mistakes: i.e., don’t scoff or laugh 

in a put-down sort of way.  (Note: Good thinking requires practice, and practice usually involves the 
making of mistakes—and the making of mistakes in a class discussion often leads to greater 
understanding for everyone.) 

- Rule 8 – Stop the talking/discussion when your instructor says stop.  (Your instructor has material 
that has to get covered during the course.  If you are not satisfied with the outcome of a discussion or 
lecture, then feel free to make an appointment with your professor to continue the discussion.) 
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2. Information and Communication Technologies in Class 
 
Student use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) such as laptop computers for 
purposes other than class note-taking is not allowed in the classroom.  Use of laptop computers to browse 
Internet, check email, play games, chat with others, or engage material not related to the class is not 
appropriate in the classroom, nor is the use of cell-phones or iPods and the like.  Such use of ICTs is 
distracting to students and disrespectful to the educational enterprise.  Students are expected to give their 
total attention to class activities. 
 
3.  Late Assignment Policy 
 
Late assignments will not be accepted (except in cases of serious illness, extreme emergency, or death, 
verified by a reasonable authority such as a medical doctor; in these cases the student must fill out a Late 
Assignment Submission Form as well as submit appropriate documentation).  (The Late Assignment 
Form can be found at the end of the online version of this syllabus.) 
 
4. Final Exam Policy 
 
All requests to have a final exam rescheduled must be approved by the Academic Committee in 
accordance with the Examination General Regulations (available in the College Academic Calendar 
http://www.providencecollege.ca/college/programs/registrars_office/calendar/).  Students are encouraged 
to read the exam schedule early in the semester to determine whether there is a conflict and, if there is a 
conflict, advise the Registrar's Office immediately. 
 
5.  Missed Exams 
 
Students who miss exams other than a final exam are responsible to contact the professor within one week 
of the exam date if they still wish to write the exam.  Permission to do so will be given to only those 
students who present evidence or reasonable grounds acceptable to the professor for having missed the 
exam: e.g., serious illness, extreme emergency, or death, verified by a reasonable authority such as a 
medical doctor (in these cases the student must fill out a Late Assignment Submission Form [see below in 
the online version of the syllabus, but this form will be adjusted for a missed exam] as well as submit 
appropriate documentation).  Note: Travel plans are not an acceptable reason to miss exams.  Exam 
accommodations are not provided to facilitate travel and all applications citing travel as the extenuating 
circumstance will be denied.  The format of the exam will be at the discretion of the professor, with essay 
questions likely.  Students who do not write an exam by at most two weeks after the exam date will 
receive a grade of zero for that component of the course.  (Exceptions to final exams must be processed 
by application to the Registrar's Office, not the professor.)  
 
6.  Plagiarism 
 
Students are expected to demonstrate academic integrity in all its various forms, and students will be held 
accountable for doing so by the policy on Academic Conduct in the Student Handbook: 
http://www.providencecollege.ca/college/student_life/.  One particularly problematic breach of academic 
integrity is plagiarism, which is stealing from the ideas and writings of another person and passing them 
off as one’s own. For an elaboration of the nature, types, and prevention of plagiarism, see the documents 
“How to Cite Sources and Avoid Plagiarism” and “Students’ Guide to Preventing and Avoiding 
Plagiarism” which are both available on the Providence College website: 
http://www.providencecollege.ca/college/library/information/use_a_style_guide_or_create_a_bibliography/. 
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G.  COURSE OUTLINE 
 
1. Daily Class Format 
 
In general, each class will be structured as follows: 
 
(a) Welcome, overview, attendance 
(b) Misc. announcements/ clarifications/ 

corrections  

(c) Prayer 
(d) Lecture and discussion 

 
2. Course Schedule/ Outline 
 
Note 1: The outline below is somewhat tentative (we may at times lag behind or leap ahead of the 
schedule). Dates concerning assignments, midterm, and final exam are quite firm. 
Note 2: Readings from the main textbooks are listed below and, unless otherwise notified, students will 
be expected to read all of the assigned readings. 
Note 3: Required supplementary readings are not listed below but will be assigned at various junctures of 
the course; students will be expected to read all assigned supplementary readings.  Supplementary 
readings (hereafter SR) will be made available in the library or distributed in class or electronically. 
 
September 9 

- Introduction to the course, personal introductions 
- Introduction to philosophy and ethics (SR, and Beyond Bumper Sticker Ethics, hereafter BBSE, 

chapter 1; Life & Death Debate, hereafter LDD, pages vii-xiii) 
 
September 13, 16 

- A brief look at truth, contradiction, argument, and opinion (SR) 
- Freedom and determinism (brief lecture comments only; reading of BBSE chapter 4 is optional) 
- Moral relativism (BBSE chapter 2, LDD pages 1-6, SR) 
 
September 20, 23 

- Virtue ethics: Virtue ethics in general, Plato, Aristotle (BBSE chapter 7, SR) 
- Ethical egoism: Cyrenaics, Epicurus, contractarian ethics (BBSE chapter 3, SR) 
- Utilitarianism (BBSE chapter 5, LDD pages 9-15, SR) 
- Kantian ethics (BBSE chapter 6, LDD pages 15-19, SR) 
- Survivalist/evolutionary ethics (SR) 

[Note: If BBSE readings are difficult, focus on lecture notes.] 
 
September 27, 30 

- Natural law theory (BBSE chapter 9, SR) 
- Divine command theory (BBSE chapter 10, LDD pages 6-8, SR) 
- Golden rule (SR) 
- Intuitionism (LDD pages 8-9, SR) 

[Note: If BBSE readings are difficult, focus on lecture notes.] 
 
October 4, 7 

- Abortion (LDD chapter 2, SR) 
Video essay due – October 7 
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October 11, 14 

Thanksgiving – October 11 – no class 

- Abortion, continued (LDD chapter 2, SR) 
 
October 18, 21 

Midterm exam – October 18 

College lecture series – October 21 – all-college event 

 
October 25, 28 

- Genetic technologies and cloning (SR) 
- Embryonic stem cell research (SR) 
- In vitro fertilization (SR) 
 
November 1, 4 

- Suicide (LDD chapter 5) 
- Euthanasia/ Physician-assisted suicide (LDD chapter 4) 
 
November 8, 11 

- Euthanasia/ Physician-assisted suicide, continued 
Remembrance Day – November 11 – no class  

 
November 15, 18 

- Capital punishment (LDD chapter 6) 
- War (LDD chapter 7) 
 
Note: Last day for voluntary withdrawal – Friday, November 12 

 
November 22, 25 

- Homosexuality and same-sex marriage (SR) 
 
November 29, December 2 

- Homosexuality and same-sex marriage (SR) 
 
December 6, 9 

- Pornography (SR) 
- Drugs (SR) 
- Discrimination and affirmative action (SR) 
- Closing comments 
Essay-review due – December 9 

 
December 16 

Final exam – Thursday, December 16, 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. (location to be announced) 
 
 

H. BIBLIOGRAPHY 
The course bibliography can be seen on the electronic version of this syllabus. 



 
 8 

H.  BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Note 1: Several of the books listed below can be placed under more than one heading. 
 
Note 2: The books under the heading “Applied Ethics/ Contemporary Moral Issues” contain 
much discussion of the issues sub-categorized under subsequent headings (e.g., “Abortion,” etc.). 
 
Note 3: Not all of the works listed below are sympathetic to Christian ethics. Of course, as with 
any work on ethics (whether Christian or not), read with care. 
 
Note 4: The bibliography is a work in progress.  
 
 

1. Dictionaries/ Encyclopaedia related (directly/indirectly) to Ethics 
 
Books 

 
Atkinson, David J. & David F. Field & Arthur Holmes & Oliver O'Donovan, editors.  New Dictionary of Christian 

Ethics & Pastoral Theology.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1995. 
 
Audi, Robert, editor.  The Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy, 2nd edition.  Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1999. 
 
Baggini, Julian & Peter S. Fosl.  The Ethics Toolkit: A Compendium of Ethical Concepts and Methods.  Oxford: 

Blackwell Publishing, 2007. 
 
Blackburn, Simon.  The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy, 2nd edition.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. 
 
Campbell-Jack, W. C. & Gavin McGrath, editors.  New Dictionary of Christian Apologetics.  Downers Grove, 

Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2006. 
 
Craig, Edward, editor.  Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy. 10 volumes.  London & New York: Routledge, 1998. 
 
Elwell, Walter A., editor.  Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, 2nd edition.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book 

House, 2001. 
 
Grenz, Stanley J. & Jay T. Smith.  Pocket Dictionary of Ethics.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2003. 
 
Harrison, R. K., editor.  Encyclopedia of Biblical & Christian Ethics, updated edition.  Nashville, Tennessee: 

Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1992. 
 
Jacobs, Jonathan A.  Ethics A–Z.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. 
 
Internet 
 
EpistemeLinks: http://www.epistemelinks.com 
 
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://www.utm.edu/research/iep 
 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://plato.stanford.edu/ 
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 2. Ethical Theory/ Meta-Ethics 
 
Aristotle.  The Nicomachean Ethics.  Translated with an introduction by David Ross.  Revised by J. L. Ackrill & J. 

O. Urmson.  Oxford & New York: Oxford University Press, 1980. 
 
Beckwith, Francis J. & Gregory Koukl.  Relativism: Feet Firmly Planted in Mid-Air.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

Baker Books, 1998. 
 
Budziszewski, J.  Written on the Heart: The Case for Natural Law.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 

1997. 
 
Chamberlain, Paul.  Can We Be Good Without God? A Conversation About Truth, Morality, Culture & a Few Other 

Things That Matter.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1996. 
 
Chamberlain, Paul.  Talking about Good and Bad without getting Ugly: A Guide to Moral Persuasion.  Downers 

Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2005. 
 
Clark, David K. and Robert V. Rakestraw, editors.  Readings in Christian Ethics.  Volume 1, Theory and Method.  

Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1994. 
 
Clark, David K. & Robert V. Rakestraw, editors.  Readings in Christian Ethics.  Volume 2, Issues and Applications.  

Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1996. 
 
Colson, Charles & Harold Fickett.  The Good Life: Seeking Purpose, Meaning, and Truth in Your Life.  Wheaton, 

Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, 2005.  
 
Craig, William Lane. "The Indispensability of Theological Meta-Ethical Foundations for Morality," Carrollton, 

Texas: Leadership University, 1997.  http://www.leaderu.com/offices/billcraig 
 
Craig, William Lane & Richard Taylor.  "Is The Basis Of Morality Natural Or Supernatural?  A Debate Between 

Richard Taylor and William Lane Craig," Carrollton, Texas: Leadership University, 1993.  
http://www.leaderu.com/offices/billcraig/  

 
Cranfield, C. E. B., David Kilgour, & John Warwick Montgomery.  Christians in the Public Square: Law, Gospel, 

and Public Policy.  Edmonton, Alberta: Canadian Institute for Law, Theology and Public Policy Inc., 199?. 
 
Fletcher, Joseph & John Warwick Montgomery.  Situation Ethics.  Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers, 1972. 
 
Frankena, William K.  Ethics, 2nd edition.  Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1973. 
 
Gaede, S. D.  When Tolerance Is No Virtue: Political Correctness, Multiculturalism & the Future of Truth & 

Justice.  Downers Grove, InterVarsity Press, 1993. 
 
Garcia, Robert K. & Nathan L. King, editors.  Is Goodness without God Good Enough? A Debate on Faith, 

Secularism, and Ethics.  Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield, 2009. 
 
Geisler, Norman L. & Frank Turek.  Legislating Morality.  Minneapolis, Minnesota: Bethany House Publishers, 

1998. 
 
Gensler, Harry J.  Formal Ethics.  London & New York: Routledge, 1996. 
 
Gensler, Harry J.  Ethics: A Contemporary Introduction.  London & New York: Routledge, 1998. 
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Gill, David W.  Doing Right: Practicing Ethical Principles.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2004. 
 
Graham, Gordon.  Eight Theories of Ethics.  London & New York: Routledge, 2004. 
 
Grenz, Stanley J.  The Moral Quest: Foundations of Christian Ethics.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 

1997. 
 
Guinness, Os, editor.  Steering Through Chaos: Vice and Virtue in an Age of Moral Confusion.  Colorado Springs, 

Colorado: NavPress, 2000. 
 
Hauerwas, Stanley & Samuel Wells, editors.  The Blackwell Companion to Christian Ethics.  Malden, 

Massachusetts & Oxford, England: Blackwell Publishing, 2006. 
 
Holmes, Arthur.  Ethics: Approaching Moral Decisions, 2nd edition.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 

2007. 
 
Holmes, Arthur.  Fact, Value, and God.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997. 
 
Ingram, David Bruce & Jennifer A. Parks.  The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Understanding Ethics.  Indianapolis: 

Alpha Books, 2002. 
 
LaFollette, Hugh, editor.  The Blackwell Guide to Ethical Theory.  Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 2000. 
 
Lammers, Stephen E. & Allen Verhey, editors.  On Moral Medicine: Theological Perspectives in Medical Ethics.  

Grand Rapids, Michigan/ Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1998.  
 
Lewis, C. S.  The Abolition of Man.  San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1974. 
 
Mackie, J. L.  Ethics: Inventing Right and Wrong.  Harmondsworth, England: Penguin Books, 1977. 
 
McInerny, Ralph.  Ethica Thomistica: The Moral Philosophy of Thomas Aquinas, revised edition.  Washington, 

D.C.: The Catholic University of America Press, 1997. 
 
Melden, A. I., editor.  Ethical Theories: A Book of Readings, 2nd edition.  Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-

Hall, Inc., 1967. 
 
Mill, John Stuart.  On Liberty.  Originally published in 1859.  Edited by Elizabeth Rapaport.  Indianapolis, Indiana: 

Hackett Publishing Company, Inc., 1978. 
 
Montgomery, John Warwick.  The Law Above the Law.  Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers, 1975. 
 
Montgomery, John Warwick.  Human Rights & Human Dignity.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1986. 
 
Moreland, J. P. & David M. Ciocchi, editors.  Christian Perspectives on Being Human.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

Baker Books, 1993. 
 
Mouw, Richard J.  The God Who Commands: A Study in Divine Command Ethics.  Notre Dame: University of Notre 

Dame Press, 1990. 
 
Nagel, Thomas.  The Last Word.  Oxford & New York: Oxford University Press, 1997. 
 
Narveson, Jan.  Review of Moral Relativity, by David B. Wong.  Canadian Journal of Philosophy 17:1 (March 

1987): 235-257. 
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Nielsen, Kai.  Ethics Without God.  Buffalo, New York: Prometheus Books, 1973. 
 
O'Connell, Sean.  Dilemmas and Decisions: A Primer in Ethical Theory.  Toronto: Harcourt Brace & Company 

Canada, Ltd., 1994. 
 
Pojman, Louis P.  Ethics: Discovering Right and Wrong, 3rd edition.  Belmont, California: Wadsworth Publishing 

Company, 1999. 
 
Pojman, Louis P.  How Should We Live? An Introduction to Ethics. Belmont, California: Wadsworth/Thomson, 

2005. 
 
Rachels, James & Stuart Rachels.  The Elements of Moral Philosophy, 6th edition.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010. 
 
Robinson, Dave & Chris Garratt.  Ethics for Beginners.  Trumpington, Cambridge: Icon Books Ltd., 1996. 
 
Ross, W. D.  The Right and the Good.  Indianapolis & Cambridge: Hackett Publishing Company, 1988. 
 
Shafer-Landau, Russ.  Whatever Happened to Good and Evil?  Oxford & New York: Oxford University Press, 2004. 
 
Shafer-Landau, Russ.  The Fundamentals of Ethics.  Oxford & New York: Oxford University Press, 2010. 
 
Singer, Peter, editor.  A Companion to Ethics.  Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1991. 
 
Stassen, Glen H. & David P. Gushee.  Kingdom Ethics: Following Jesus in Contemporary Context. Downers Grove, 

Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2003. 
 
Sterba, James P., editor.  Ethics: The Big Questions.  Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1998. 
 
Sterling, Grant C.  Ethical Intuitionism and Its Critics.  New York: Peter Lang Publishing, 1994. 
 
Van der Breggen, Hendrik.  "Moral Philosophy."  In "Miracle Reports, Moral Philosophy, and Contemporary 

Science," 91-166.  Ph.D. dissertation, University of Waterloo, 2004.  Available online: 
http://uwspace.uwaterloo.ca/handle/10012/4097?mode=full&submit_simple=Show+full+item+record  

 
Wilkens, Steve.  Beyond Bumper Sticker Ethics: An Introduction to Theories of Right and Wrong.  Downers Grove, 

Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1995. 
 
 

3. Applied Ethics/ Contemporary Moral Issues 
 
Anderson, J. Kerby.  Christian Ethics in Plain Language.  Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2005. 
 
Beckwith, Francis J.  Politics for Christians: Statecraft as Soulcraft.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press 

Academic, 2010.  
 
Chamberlain, Paul.  Talking about Good and Bad without Getting Ugly: A Guide to Moral Persuasion.  Downers 

Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2005. 
 
Cohen, Andrew I. & Christopher Heath Wellman, editors.  Contemporary Debates in Applied Ethics.  Malden, 

Massachusetts: Blackwell Publishing, 2005. 
 
Colson, Charles.  Justice That Restores.  Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2001. 
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Cragg, Wesley & Christine M. Koggel, editors.  Contemporary Moral Issues, 5th edition.  Toronto: McGraw-Hill 

Ryerson Limited, 2005. 
 
Davis, John Jefferson.  Evangelical Ethics: Issues Facing the Church Today, 2nd edition.  Phillipsburg, New Jersey: 

Presbyterian & Reformed Publishing Company, 1993. 
 
Feinberg, John S. & Paul D. Feinberg.  Ethics for a Brave New World.  Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway Books, 1993. 
 
Geisler, Norman L.  Christian Ethics: Contemporary Issues & Options, 2nd edition.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

Baker Academic, 2010. 
 
Glannon, Walter.  Biomedical Ethics.  New York & Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. 
 
Kilner, John F. & C. Ben Mitchell.  Does God Need Our Help? Cloning, Assisted Suicide, and Other Challenges in 

Bioethics.  Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2003. 
 
Kluge, Eike-Henner W., editor.  Readings in Biomedical Ethics: A Canadian Focus, 3rd edition.  Toronto: Pearson/ 

Prentic-Hall, 2005. 
 
Kuhse, Helga & Peter Singer, editors.  Bioethics: An Anthology.  Oxford: Blackwell Publishers Ltd, 1999. 
 
Maher, Bridget, editor.  The Family Portrait: A Compilation of Data, Research and Public Opinion on the Family, 

2nd edition.  Washington, DC: Family Research Council, 2004. 
 
Meilaender, Gilbert.  Bioethics: A Primer for Christians.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans 

Publishing Company, 1996. 
 
Moreland, J. P. & Norman L. Geisler.  The Life and Death Debate: Moral Issues of our Time.  Westport, 

Connecticut: Praeger, 1990. 
 
Narveson, Jan.  Moral Matters, 2nd edition.  Peterborough, Ontario: Broadview Press, 1999. 
 
Narveson, Jan, editor.  Moral Issues.  Toronto & New York: Oxford University Press, 1983. 
 
Pojman, Louis P.  Life and Death: Grappling with the Moral Dilemmas of Our Time, 2nd edition.  Belmont, 

California: Wadsworth Publishing Company, 2000. 
 
Rae, Scott B.  Moral Choices: An Introduction to Ethics, 3rd edition  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2009. 
 
Rae, Scott B. & Paul M. Cox.  Bioethics: A Christian Approach in a Pluralistic Age.  Grand Rapids, 

Michigan/Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1999. 
 
Satris, Stephen, editor.  Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Moral Issues, 10th edition. Dubuque, Iowa: McGraw-

Hill/Dushkin, 2006. 
 
Soifer, Eldon, editor.  Ethical Issues: Perspectives for Canadians, 3rd edition.  Peterborough, Ontario: Broadview 

Press, 2009. 
 
Stott, John.  Issues Facing Christians Today, 4th edition.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2006. 
 
Thomas, John E. & Wilfred J. Waluchow.  Well and Good: Case Studies in Biomedical Ethics.  Peterborough, 

Ontario: Broadview Press, 1987. 
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(a) Abortion 
 

Alcorn, Randy.  Does the Birth Control Pill Cause Abortions? 7th edition.  Gresham, Oregon: Eternal Perspective 
Ministries, 2004. 

 
Bachiochi, Erika.  The Cost of “Choice”: Women Evaluate the Impact of Abortion.  San Francisco: Encounter 

Books, 2004. 
 
Beckwith, Francis J.  Politically Correct Death: Answering Arguments for Abortion Rights.  Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Baker Books, 1993. 
 
Beckwith, Francis J.  Abortion and the Sanctity of Human Life.  Joplin, Missouri: College Press Publishing 

Company, 2000. 
 
Beckwith, Francis J.  Defending Life: A Moral and Legal Case Against Abortion Choice.  Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2007. 
 
Beckwith, Francis J. & Norman L. Geisler.  Matters of Life and Death: Calm Answers to Tough Questions about 

Abortion and Euthanasia.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1991. 
 
Fowler, Paul B.  Abortion: Toward an Evangelical Consensus.  Portland, Oregon: Multnomah Press, 1987. 
 
Hensley, Jeff Lane, editor.  The Zero People: Essays on Life.  Ann Arbor, Michigan: Servant Books, 1983. 
 
Hui, Edwin C.  At the Beginning of Life: Dilemmas in Theological Bioethics.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity 

Press, 2002. 
 
Klusendorf, Scott.  The Case for Life: Equipping Christians to Engage the Culture.  Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 

2009. 
 
Koop, C. Everett.  The Right to Live; The Right to Die.  Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1976. 
 
Koukl, Gregory.  Precious Unborn Human Persons.  San Pedro, California: Stand to Reason Press, 1999. 
 
Kreeft, Peter.  The Unaborted Socrates: A dramatic debate on the issues surrounding abortion.  Downers Grove, 

Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1983. 
 
Kreeft, Peter.  Three Approaches to Abortion: A Thoughtful and Compassionate Guide to Today's Most 

Controversial Issue.  San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2002. 
 
Montgomery, John Warwick.  Slaughter of the Innocents: Abortion, Birth Control and Divorce in Light of Science, 

Law and Theology.  Westchester, Illinois: Crossway Books, 1981. 
 
Morgentaler, Henry.  Abortion & Contraception.  Toronto: General Publishing, 1982. 
 
Pojman, Louis P. & Francis J. Beckwith, editors.  The Abortion Controversy: A Reader, 2nd ed.  Belmont, 

California: Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1998. 
 
Sproul, R. C.  Abortion: A Rational Look at an Emotional Issue.  Colorado Springs, Colorado: NavPress, 1990. 
 
Van der Breggen, Hendrik.  An Enquiry Concerning Human Abortion.  Burlington, Ontario: Crown Publications, 

1988. 
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Willke, Dr. & Mrs. J. C.  Abortion: Questions & Answers.  Cincinnati, Ohio: Hayes Publishing Company, Inc., 

1985. 
 
 

(b) Animals 
 
Taylor, Angus.  Animals & Ethics.  Peterborough, Ontario: Broadview Press, 2003. 
 
 

(c) Biotechnology 
 
Collins, Francis S.  The Language of Life: DNA and the Revolution in Personalized Medicine.  New York: 

HarperCollins, 2010. 
 
Colson, Charles & Nigel M. de S. Cameron.  Human Dignity in the Biotech Century.  Downers Grove, Illinois: 

InterVarsity Press, 2004. 
 
Demy, Timothy J. & Gary P. Stewart, editors.  Genetic Engineering: A Christian Response.  Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Kregel Publications, 1999. 
 
Eareckson Tada, Joni & Nigel M. de S. Cameron.  How to be a Christian in a Brave New World.  Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Zondervan, 2006. 
 
Rae, Scott B.  Brave New Families: Biblical Ethics and Reproductive Technologies.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

Baker Books, 1996. 
 
Snow, Nancy E., editor.  Stem Cell Research: New Frontiers in Science and Ethics.  Notre Dame, Indiana: 

University of Notre Dame Press, 2003. 
 
 

(d) Business 
 
Edwards, Richard C., Michael Reich & Thomas E. Weisskopf, editors.  The Capitalist System: A Radical Analysis of 

American Society, 2nd edition.  Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1978. 
 
Hill, Alexander.  Just Business: Christian Ethics for the Marketplace.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 

1997. 
 
Hill, Austin & Scott Rae.  The Virtues of Capitalism: A Moral Case for Free Markets.  Chicago: Northfield, 2010. 
 
Larmer, Robert A.  Ethics in the Workplace: Selected Readings in Business Ethics, 2nd edition.  Belmont, California: 

Wadsworth/Thomson, 2002. 
 
Richards, Jay W. Money, Greed, and God. San Francisco: HarperOne, 2009. 
 
Stapleford, John E.  Bulls, Bears & Golden Calves: Applying Christian Ethics in Economics.  Downers Grove, 

Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2002. 
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(e) Capital Punishment 
 
Winters, Paul A., editor.  The Death Penalty: Opposing Viewpoints, 3rd edition.  San Diego, California: Greenhaven 

Press, Inc., 1997. 
 
 

(f) Euthanasia/ Physician-Assisted Suicide/ Suicide 
 
Chamberlain, Paul.  Final Wishes: A Cautionary Tale on Death, Dignity, and Physician-Assisted Suicide.  Downers 

Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2000. 
 
Cundiff, David.  Euthanasia is Not the Answer: A Hospice Physician's View.  Totowa, New Jersey: Humana Press, 

1992. 
 
Demy, Timothy J. & Gary P. Stewart, editors.  Suicide: A Christian Response.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Kregel 

Publications, 1998. 
 
Dworkin, Gerald, R. G. Frey & Sissela Bok.  Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted Suicide: For and Against.  

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998. 
 
Eareckson Tada, Joni.  When Is It Right To Die? Suicide, Euthanasia, Suffering, Mercy.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

Zondervan Publishing House, 1992. 
 
Gentles, Ian, editor.  Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide: The Current Debate.  Toronto: Stoddart Books, 1995. 
 
Gomez, Carlos F.  Regulating Death: Euthanasia and the Case of the Netherlands.  New York: The Free Press, 

1991. 
 
Hume, David.  On Suicide.  London: Penguin Books/Great Ideas, 1755, 2005. 
 
Kuhse, Helga & Peter Singer.  Should the Baby Live? The Problem of Handicapped Infants.  Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1985. 
 
Prado, C. G., editor.  Assisted Suicide: Canadian Perspectives.  Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press, 2000. 
 
Roleff, Tamara L., editor.  Suicide: Opposing Viewpoints.  San Diego, California: Greenhaven Press, Inc., 1998. 
 
 

(g) Homosexuality/ Same-sex Marriage 
 
Balswick, Judith K. & Jack O. Balswick.  Authentic Human Sexuality: An Integrated Christian Approach, 2nd 

edition. Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2008. 
 
Cere, Daniel & Douglas Farrow, editors.  Divorcing Marriage: Unveiling the Dangers in Canada’s New Social 

Experiment.  Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2004. 
 
Dallas, Joe.  The Gay Gospel? How Pro-Gay Advocates Misread the Bible.  Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House, 2007. 
 
Dallas, Joe & Nancy Heche, editors.  The Complete Christian Guide to Understanding Homosexuality: A Biblical 

and Compassionate Response to Same-Sex Attraction.  Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House, 2010. 
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Dudley, William, editor.  Homosexuality: Opposing Viewpoints.  San Diego, California: Greenhaven Press, Inc., 
1993. 

 
Faris, Donald L.  The Homosexual Challenge: A Christian Response to an Age of Sexual Politics.  Markham, 

Ontario: Faith Today Publications, 1993. 
 
Farrow, Douglas.  "The Government of Quebec Declares War on a 'Homophobic' and 'Heterosexist' populace."  

Égards/ Catholic Civil Rights League, 2010. 
  http://www.culturalrenewal.ca/downloads/sb_culturalrenewal/QuebecGovernmentDeclaresWaronHomophobia.pdf  
 
Francoeur, Robert T., editor.  Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in Human Sexuality, 4th 

edition.  Guilford, Connecticut: The Dushkin Publishing Group, Inc., 1994. 
 
Gagnon, Robert A. J.  The Bible and Homosexual Practice: Texts and Hermeneutics.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 

2001. 
 
Grenz, Stanley J.  Welcoming But Not Affirming: An Evangelical Response To Homosexuality.  Westminster John 

Knox, 1998. 
 
Haley, Mike.  101 Frequently Asked Questions about Homosexuality.  Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House, 2004. 
 
Hancock, Maxine, editor.  Christian Perspectives on Genger, Sexuality, and Community.  Vancouver, British 

Columbia: Regent College Publishing, 2003. 
 
Hollinger, Dennis P.  The Meaning of Sex: Christian Ethics and the Moral Life.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker 

Academic, 2009. 
 
Jones, Stanton L. & Mark A. Yarhouse.  Homosexuality: The Use of Scientific Research in the Church's Moral 

Debate. Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2000. 
 
Jones, Stanton L. & Mark A. Yarhouse.  Ex-Gays? A Longitudinal Study of Religiously Mediated Change in Sexual 

Orientation.  Downers Grove, Illinois: IVP Academic, 2007. 
 
Phelan, James E., Neil Whitehead & Philip M. Sutton.  "What Research Shows: NARTH's Response to the APA 

Claims on Homosexuality."  Journal of Human Sexuality, Volume 1 (2009): 1-121.  Online summary: 
http://narth.com/docs/journalsummary.html  

 
Reisman, Judith A.  "Crafting Bi/Homosexual Youth," Regent University Law Review, Vol. 14 (2002): 283-342.  

Online: http://www.drjudithreisman.com/archives/regent.pdf  
 
Satinover, Jeffrey.  Homosexuality and the Politics of Truth.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker, 1996. 
 
Schmidt, Thomas E.  Straight & Narrow? Compassion & Clarity in the Homosexuality Debate.  Downers Grove, 

Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1995. 
 
Sprigg, Peter & Timothy Dailey, editors.  Getting It Straight: What the Research Shows about Homosexuality.  

Washington, D.C.: Family Research Council, 2004. 
 
Stanton, Glenn T. & Bill Maier.  Marriage on Trial: The Case Against Same-Sex Marriage and Parenting.  

Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2004. 
 
Stott, John.  Same-Sex Partnerships?  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Fleming H. Revell, 1998. 
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Turek, Frank.  Correct, Not Politically Correct: How Same-Sex Marriage Hurts Everyone.  Charlotte, North 
Carolina: CrossExamined.org, 2008. 

 
Via, Dan O. & Robert A. J. Gagnon.  Homosexuality and the Bible: Two Views.  Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2003. 
 
Webb, William J.  Slaves, Women & Homosexuals: Exploring the Hermeneutics of Cultural Analysis.  Downers 

Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2001. 
 
Wold, Donald J.  Out of Order: Homosexuality in the Bible and the Ancient Near East.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

Baker Books, 1998. 
 
Yarhouse, Mark.  Homosexuality and the Christian: A Guide for Parents, Pastors, and Friends.  Eugene, Oregon: 

Bethany House, 2010. 
 
 

(h) Manners 
 
Mouw, Richard J.  Uncommon Decency: Christian Civility in an Uncivil World.  Downers Grove, Illinois: 

InterVarsity Press, 1992. 
 
 

(i) Pornography 
 
Atwood, Margaret.  "Pornography."  In Contemporary Moral Issues, 2nd edition, edited by Wesley Cragg, n.p.  Toronto: 

McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1987. 
 
Court, J. H.  "Pornography."  In New Dictionary of Christian Ethics & Pastoral Theology, edited by David J. Atkinson et 

al., 675-677.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1995. 
 
Cragg, Wesley, & Christine M. Koggel, editors.  Contemporary Moral Issues, 5th edition.  Toronto: McGraw-Hill 

Ryerson, 2005.  (See the various articles that take different views on the pornography issue, in Chapter 4.) 
 
Minnery, Tom, editor.  Pornography: A Human Tragedy.  Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale, 1986. 
 
Narveson, Jan.  Moral Matters, 2nd edition.  Peterborough, Ontario: Broadview Press, 1999.  (A libertarian defence of 

pornography.) 
  
Scruton, Roger.  Beauty.  Oxford & New York: Oxford University Press, 2009. 
 
Waller, Bruce N., editor.  You Decide! Current Debates in Contemporary Moral Problems.  New York: Pearson 

Longman, 2006.   (See the pro and con articles on pornography in chapter 2.) 
 
Wekesser, Carol, editor.  Pornography: Opposing Viewpoints.  San Diego, California: Greenhaven Press, Inc., 1997.  
 
 

(j) Religious Freedom 
 
Epp Buckingham, Janet.  Withering Rights: Religious Freedom in Canada.  Markham, Ontario: Faith Today 

Publications, 2004. 
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(k) War 
 
Bell, Jr., Daniel M.  Just War as Christian Discipleship: Recentering the Tradition in the Church rather than the 

State.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Brazos, 2009. 
 
Bennett, William J.  Why We Fight: Moral Clarity on the War on Terrorism.  New York: Doubleday, 2002. 
 
Brimlow, Robert W.  What about Hitler? Wrestling with Jesus’ Call to Nonviolence in an Evil World.  Grand 

Rapids, Michigan: Brazos Press, 2006. 
 
Charles, J. Daryl.  Between Pacifism and Jihad: Just War and Christian Tradition.  Downers Grove, Illinois: 

InterVarsity Press, 2005. 
 
Clouse, Robert G., editor.  War: Four Christian Views, new edition.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 

1991. 
 
Govier, Trudy.  A Delicate Balance: What Philosophy Can Tell Us About Terrorism.  Boulder, Colorado: Westview, 

2002. 
 
Orend, Brian.  The Morality of War.  Peterborough, Ontario: Broadview Press, 2006. 
 
Pearse, Meic.  The Gods of War: Is Religion the Primary Cause of Violent Conflict?  Downers Grove, Illinois: 

InterVarsity Press, 2007. 
 
 

(l) Lying 
 
Bok, Sissela. Lying: Moral Choice in Public and Private Life.  New York: Random/Vintage, 1999. 
 
Griffiths, Paul J.  Lying: An Augustinian Theology of Duplicity.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Brazos, 2004. 
 
 
 

4. Logic and Critical Thinking 
 
Damer, T. Edward.  Attacking Faulty Reasoning, 3rd edition.  Belmont, California: Wadsworth Publishing 

Company, 1995. 
 
Govier, Trudy.  A Practical Study of Argument, 7th edition.  Belmont, California: Wadsworth/Thomson, 2010. 
 
Johnson, Ralph H. & J. Anthony Blair.  Logical Self-Defense, 3rd edition.  Toronto: McGraw-Hill Ryerson Limited, 

1993. 
 
Lipton, Peter.  Inference to the Best Explanation, 2nd edition.  London & New York: Routledge, 2004. 
 
Salmon, Wesley C.  Logic, 3rd edition.  Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 1984. 
 
Warburton, Nigel.  Thinking from A to Z, 3rd edition.  London & New York: Routledge, 2007. 
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5. On Truth 
 
Readings marked with * are highly recommended; check annotations—see especially Stanley Jaki’s Means to 
Message. 
 
* Beilby, James & David K. Clark.  Why Bother with Truth? Arriving at Knowledge in a Skeptical Society.  

Norcross, Georgia: RZIM, 2000.  (Booklet; see especially chapters 1-6.) 
 
Blackburn, Simon.  Truth.  Oxford & New York: Oxford University Press, 2005. 
 
* Boghossian, Paul.  Fear of Knowledge: Against Relativism and Constructivism.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2006. 

(High calibre philosophical defence of knowledge of the actual world.) 
 
Carson, D. A.  Becoming Conversant with the Emerging Church: Understanding a Movement and Its Implications.  

Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2005.  (See pages 103-115.) 
  
* Clark, David K.  "Postmodern Evangelical Apologetics?"  In  Alister E. McGrath & Evangelical Theology, edited 

by Sung Wook Chung,  310-332.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2003. 
 
Copan, Paul.  “True For You, But Not For Me”:Defeating the Slogans That Leave Christians Speechless.  

Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1998.  (See pages 17-22 and chapters 1-4.) 
 
* Copan, Paul. “True For You, But Not For Me”: Overcoming Objections to Christian Faith. Minneapolis: Bethany 

House, 2009. (This is the updated revised edition of the previous title. See Part 1.) 
 
Copan, Paul.  “How Do You Know You’re Not Wrong?” Responding to Objections That Leave Christians 

Speechless.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2005.  (See chapters 1 and 2.) 
 
* Creel, Richard E.  Thinking Philosophically.  Malden & Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2001.  (See chapter 10, 

“What is Truth?”) 
 
Frankfurt, Harry G.  On Truth.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2006.  (This is a very insightful little treatise on truth 

written by the author of another insightful little treatise, provocatively titled On Bullshit.) 
 
Geisler, Norman L.  "Truth, Nature of."  In Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics, 741-745.  Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Baker Books, 1999. 
 
* Groothuis, Douglas.  Truth Decay: Defending Christianity Against the Challenge of Postmodernism.  Downers 

Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2000.  (Chapter 4, “The Truth about Truth,” is very helpful.) 
 
Guinness, Os. Time for Truth: Living Free in a World of Lies, Hype, and Spin. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker, 

2000. (The author defends the use of reason to search out ultimate truths for the sake of freedom and life.) 
 
Harris, Robert A.  The Integration of Faith and Learning: A Worldview Approach.  Eugene, Oregon: Cascade, 2004.  

(See especially chapter 7, "The Worldview of Postmodernism.") 
 
Hiebert, Paul G.  Missiological Implications of Epistemological Shifts: Affirming Truth in a Modern/Postmodern 

World.  Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: Trinity Press International, 1999.  (Hiebert discusses the position known 
as “critical realism,” which, I believe, is the way to go.) 

 
* Jaki, Stanley L.  Means to Message: A Treatise on Truth.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1999.  (Jaki’s 

thesis is simple but deeply profound: any philosophy that is written in a book must account for [1] the 
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fact—the reality—of the book in which the philosophy is written and [2] the fact—the reality—that the 
contents of the book can be accurately understood.) 

 
* Köstenberger, Andreas, editor.  Whatever Happened to Truth?  Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway Books, 2005.  (See 

the chapters by J. P. Moreland and Kevin J. Vanhoozer.) 
 
* Luntley, Michael.  Reason, Truth, and Self: The Postmodern Reconditioned.  London & New York: Routledge, 

1995.  (Luntley’s concept of “simple truth” is especially helpful, giving all of us an objective handle on a 
common reality; see chapter 5.) 

 
Mangalwadi, Vishal. Truth and Transformation: A Manifesto for Ailing Nations. Seatle, Washington: YWAM 

Publishers, 2009. (A strong argument that the truth of the Christian worldview bears good fruit in the social 
realm.) 

 
McCallum, Dennis, editor.  The Death of Truth: What’s Wrong with Multiculturalism, the Rejection of Reason, and 

the New Postmodern Diversity.  Minneapolis, Minnesota: Bethany House Publishers, 1996.  (This is a 
helpful book dealing with the early excesses of postmodernist thought.  I found the contributions by Jim 
Leffel [chapters 3 and 4] and Dennis McCallum [chapter 14] very good.  The book is also helpful in its 
various chapters that look at the postmodern impact on literature, education, history, science, 
psychotherapy, law, and religion.) 

 
* Moreland, J. P. & William Lane Craig.  "Theories of Truth and Postmodernism."  In Philosophical Foundations 

for a Christian Worldview, 130-153.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2003. 
 
Nagel, Thomas.  The Last Word.  Oxford & New York: Oxford University Press, 1997. 
 
Pearcey, Nancy.  Total Truth: Liberating Christianity from Its Cultural Captivity.  Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway 

Books, 2004. 
 
Penner, Myron B., editor.  Christianity and the Postmodern Turn: Six Views.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Brazos 

Press, 2005.  (I recommend the articles and response essays by R. Scott Smith and Kevin J. Vanhoozer.) 
 
Russell, Bertrand.  The Problems of Philosophy.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1967.  (See chapter 12, “Truth 

and Falsehood.”) 
 
Smith, R. Scott.  Truth and the New Kind of Christian: The Emerging Effects of Postmodernism in the Church.  

Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway Books, 2005.  (Chapters 3 and 6 are helpful examinations of the popular 
Christian writers Brian McLaren and Tony Jones.) 

 
Smith, R. Scott.  “Reflections on McLaren and the Emerging Church.”  In Passionate Conviction: Contemporary 

Discourses on Christian Apologetics, edited by Paul Copan & William Lane Craig, 227-241.  Nashville: 
B&H Academic, 2007. 

 
* Smith, R. Scott. “’Emergents,’ Evangelicals, and the Importance of Truth: Some Philosophical and Spiritual 

Lessons.” In Evangelicals Engaging Emergent: A Discussion of the Emergent Church Movement, edited by 
William D. Henard & Adam W. Greenway, 129-156. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2009. (See especially the 
section titled “Assessing the Emergent View of Truth Philosophically,” pp. 140-144.) 

 
* Van der Breggen, Hendrik. “Reasonable Skepticism about Radical Skepticism.” Christian Research Journal, 

Volume 31, Number 5 (2008): 30-38. (Four radical scepticisms about our knowledge of truth about the 
external world are shown to fail. Because the burden of proof rests on the shoulders of those who deny the 
obvious, when the skeptics’ arguments fail, the obvious—i.e., that we can know the external world at least 
to some extent—remains.) 

 



 
 21 

* Van der Breggen, Hendrik.  "Awakening from the Nightmare: A Critical Overview of Friedrich Nietzsche's Philosophy."  
Christian Research Journal.  Forthcoming fall 2010. 

 
* Wallace, Stan.  “Essentials of Postmodernism.”  In Philosophy: Christian Perspectives for the New Millennium, 

edited by Paul Copan, Scott B. Luley & Stan W. Wallace, 75-85.  Addison, Texas/Norcross, Georgia: 
Christian Leadership Ministries/Ravi Zacharias International Ministries, 2003. 

 
 

6. Miscellaneous: Audiocassettes, CDs, VHS videos, DVDs 
 
Chamberlain, Paul & Svend Robinson.  The Debate: Physician Assisted Suicide.  DVD.  Produced and distributed 

by Trinity Western University, Langley, B. C.  Trinity Western University, October 26, 2000. 
 
Colson, Charles & Nigel Cameron.  Playing God? Facing the Everyday Ethical Dilemmas of Biotechnology.   VHS, 

CD.  Produced and distributed by Group Publishing Inc., Loveland, Colorado.  Group Publishing & 
Wilberforce Forum, 2004. 

 
Divorce: Whatever Happened to Marriage?  VHS.  Produced and distributed by Gospel Light, Ventura, California.  

25 minutes.  Focus on the Family, 2000. 
 
Fetal Fix: Stem Cell Research and Moral Conflict.  DVD.  Princeton, New Jersey: Films for the Humanities & 

Sciences, 2006.   
 
Foster, Serrin M.  The Feminist Case Against Abortion.  DVD.  Produced and distributed by Veritas Forum, 

University of California, Santa Barbara, California.  Veritas Forum, 2001. 
 
Gagnon, Robert.  Truth in Love: The Bible & Same Sex Behavior.  DVD (2 discs).  Interview by Merton P. 

Stommen.  Minneapolis: New Creation/Lutheran Marriage and Family Advocates, no date. 
 
Gagnon, Robert.  The Bible and Homosexuality at the Church’s Crossroads.  CD (4 discs).  South Hamilton, 

Massachusetts: Ockenga Institute of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, 2005. 
 
Gambling: Risky Business?  VHS.  Produced and distributed by Gospel Light, Ventura, California.  25 minutes. 

Focus on the Family, 2000.  
 
Hamilton, Adam.  Confronting the Controversies: Biblical Perspectives on Tough Issues.  DVD.  Abingdon Press, 

2005. 
 
Homosexuality: Created Different?  VHS.  Produced and distributed by Gospel Light, Ventura, California. 25 

minutes.  Focus on the Family, 2000. 
 

In the Womb.  DVD.  Written, produced, and directed by Toby Macdonald.  National Geographic Channel.  Pioneer 
Film & TV Productions Limited, 2005. 

 
Lines That Divide: The Great Stem Cell Debate.  DVD.  Written and directed by Brian Godawa.  Boulevard Pictures 

& The Center for Bioethics and Culture, no date. 
 
Naked & Uncensored: A Counterfeit Love Story.  VHS.  Produced by Windborne Productions, Markham, Ontario.  

30 minutes. The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, no date.  
 
Physician-Assisted Suicide: Not Worth Living?  VHS.  Produced and distributed by Gospel Light, Ventura, 

California.  26 minutes.  Focus on the Family, 1999. 
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Schmidt, Thomas & Gregory Koukl.  Straight Down a Crooked Path: A Christian Response to Homosexuality.   
Audiocassette.  Produced and distributed by Stand To Reason, San Pedro, California.  Stand To Reason, no 
date. 

 
The Gay Issue: The Challenge of the '90s.  VHS.  40 minutes.  Produced by The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, 

Willowdale, Ontario.  The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, 1993.  
 

Weikart, Richard.  From Darwin to Hitler: Does Darwinism Devalue Human Life?  DVD.  Let There Be Light 
Series at University of California, Santa Barbara.  Colorado Springs, Colorado: Access Research Network, 
2004. 
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