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SYLLABUS

Course description: Environmental concerns loom large in contemporary political and ethical discourse, and the same is true for biblical and theological studies. For some, the biblical language of “dominion” provides license to consume the earth’s resources and rules out the possibility of moral obligations to the natural world. For others, biblical literature provides ample basis to argue that Christians do indeed have ethical responsibilities to care for the environment and work toward the wellbeing of all living things. In this course, we navigate the debates surrounding these hotly contested issues and work toward a sensible hermeneutic that helps us read the ancient texts in light of contemporary issues (climate change, factory farming, etc.). The emphasis of the course for fall 2011 is animal ethics in light of biblical literature and theological tradition.

Course objectives:

· to introduce the hermeneutical challenges presented by biblical literature with reference to contemporary environmental and animal welfare concerns

· to invite students to consider how animals, and the natural world more broadly, might figure into theological and ethical discourse

· to encourage practical responses to the environmental crises of our day
· to introduce writings about animals outside (but informed by) biblical texts 
· to prepare students for further research in biblical and theological studies specifically, and graduate levels studies more generally
· to develop research, writing, and communication skills
Required course textbooks:

Bauckham, Richard. The Bible and Ecology: Rediscovering the Community of Creation. 

Waco: Baylor University Press, 2010.

Horrell, David G., Cherryl Hunt, Christopher Southgate, and Francesca Stavrakopolou, 

eds. Ecological Hermeneutics: Biblical, Historical and Theological

Perspectives. New York: T&T Clark, 2010.

Optional, additional textbook: If interested, students may choose to read Laura Hobgood-

Oster’s The Friends We Keep: Unleashing Christianity’s Compassion for Animals 

(Waco: Baylor University Press, 2010) along with the other texts, and base an 

assignment around this book. I will discuss options with individual students.
I will circulate additional recommended and required readings throughout the course as well. 

Course requirements: 

1. Animals in the News. Students will prepare a report/‘diary’ based on articles and news items found at these and other websites: People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (http://www.peta.org/); the Humane Society of Canada (http://www.humanesociety.com/); and the Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals (http://www.aswa.org.uk/). Write one entry a week during the twelve-week semester (minimum one page each) summarizing various ‘news’ items of concern or articles of interest. You may choose to combine information from more than one news source (including other media beyond websites). Your report should include at least one entry from each of the named websites. During the semester – in any session – briefly summarize any two of these news items for the class (5 minutes or so). Submit the written reports all together (= 12 pages) on Fri., Nov. 25 (24%). Be sure to identify your sources. The oral class reports are worth 3% each. 

2. Exegesis of a Biblical Passage/Theme. What does the Bible teach about animals? Select a passage or theme (e.g., sacrifice), and discuss what, if anything, it contributes to contemporary discussions about animal compassion and the place of nonhuman sentient beings in Christian theology and praxis. Each student will examine a different passage or theme so select your topic early in the term. Papers should be 10 pages minimum (Times New Roman, 12 point font), and bibliographies must include a minimum of 7 relevant items, with at least 2 peer-reviewed journal articles among them. Use either SBL or Turabian formatting (about which see Gilmour’s guidelines at http://www.providencecollege.ca/resource/file/library/pdf/turabppr.pdf). 30%

3. Presentation. Share your findings from the biblical exegesis exercise with the class. Read from a manuscript (i.e., do not work with point form notes or extemporize) though creativity is welcome. Feel free to use unconventional teaching methods, just as long as you work with a carefully organized document and show evidence of thoughtful research. The presentation must be at least 20 minutes. 10%

4. Position statement. Do Christians/Christian communities have moral responsibilities to animals? Prepare a well-argued position paper responding to this question. 5-7 pages, SBL or Turabian format. Due Fri., Dec. 2. 15%

5. Final Exam. Based on all readings and lectures. 15%
Course policies: For the full text of the academic policies, procedures, and regulations of Providence University College, see the Student Handbook and the College Academic Calendar.  
Attendance and participation: It is reasonable to expect timely completion of all assigned readings, consistent attendance, punctuality, and class participation in a university course. Interaction with texts and colleagues provides meaningful contributions to the learning experience for everyone. Please remember the exam includes lecture material. I do not circulate course notes to students.

Extensions and late policy: All assignments are due at the beginning of class, on the date indicated. Everything after that is late, regardless of the reason. I will accept late assignments up until the last day of class, though the highest grade possible for late submissions is “C.” I will accept no assignments after the last day of class.

Information and communication technologies in the classroom: I do not permit use of laptops, cell phones, iPods, or any other electronic devices in the classroom.  

Exam policy: All requests to have a final exam rescheduled must be approved by the Academic Committee in accordance with the Early Leave Policy (available in the College Academic Calendar).

Plagiarism: Students must demonstrate academic integrity in all its forms. One particularly problematic breach of academic integrity is plagiarism, which is stealing from the ideas and writings of another person and passing them off as one’s own. For an elaboration on the nature and various types of plagiarism, and strategies to avoid it, see the document entitled “Academic Dishonesty: The Problem of Plagiarism in Academic Writing,” available at the Providence website. The consequences of plagiarism are severe, ranging from failure of individual assignments to expulsion from the institution. 

Grading summary (and Percentage to Letter-Grade Breakdown):
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 0.0 
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Good

B       
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C
2.0 
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Tentative Schedule:
	DATE
	TOPIC/ACTIVITY
	READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS DUE

	Fri., Sept. 9
	course introduction
	

	Tues., Sept. 13
	· biblical religion and environmental ethics?

· Christianity’s shameful legacy (Lynn White, Jr., etc.); cf. Sept. 20
	Bauckham chap. 1

Maier, “Green Millennialism” 

	Fri., Sept. 16
	· hermeneutical challenges; reading ancient texts with contemporary eyes

· the New Testament and the Holocaust, feminism, slavery, etc.; rethinking biblical literature in light of new ethical questions
	Bauckham chap. 2

	Tues., Sept. 20
	Christianity’s occasionally noble legacy; reflections on Laura Hobgood-Oster’s Holy Dogs and Asses: Animals in the Christian Tradition (2008); cf. Sept. 13
	Bauckham chap. 3

	Fri., Sept. 23
	why the move from text to ecotheology and ethics is less straightforward than often thought
	Bauckham chap. 4

	Tues., Sept. 27
	Col 1 and Rom 8; biblical authors’ priorities and the vastly different cosmologies of the ancient world
	Bauckham chap. 5

	Fri., Sept. 30
	what does “dominion” mean?
	Rogerson, “Creation Stories”

	Tues., Oct. 4
	· harmony between human and non-human species 

· reflections on Tobit
	Morgan, “Sacrifice in Leviticus”

	Wed., Oct. 5


	9:50–12:15 (location TBA) “How to Do Academic Research and Write Excellent Papers.” All students, and especially new students, should attend this helpful workshop. Students must regularly submit research and writing assignments at Providence. This workshop helps you to excel in these tasks.

	Fri., Oct. 7
	Thanksgiving Break

	Tues., Oct. 11
	biblically informed wisdom outside the Jewish and Christian canons: the American naturalist William Bartram (1739-1823) and Victorian poet Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-1889)
	Barton, “Reading the Prophets”



	Fri., Oct. 14
	Wisdom literature
	Dell, “Significance of the Wisdom Tradition”

	Tues., Oct. 18
	Jesus
	Bauckham, “Synoptic Gospels”

	Fri., Oct. 21
	What’s Paul’s Beef with Oxen?: Animal Compassion in Light of 1 Cor 9:9-10
	reading distributed in previous class

	Tues., Oct. 25
	in place of our regularly scheduled class,

we will attend the College lecture series

	Fri., Oct. 28
	Paul, Rom 8, and Col 1: the narrative of creation, crisis, restoration imbedded in Pauline thought
	Byrne, “Rom.8.19-22”



	Tues., Nov. 1
	Paul, Rom 8, and Col 1: the narrative of creation, crisis, restoration imbedded in Pauline thought
	Balabanski, “Letter to the Colossians”

	Fri., Nov. 4
	Christian Ethical Vegetarianism: A Modest Proposal 
	reading distributed in previous class

	Tues., Nov. 8
	Revelation and the four living creatures; ecology and eschatology 
	Barton, “New Testament Eschatology”

	Fri., Nov. 11
	Remembrance Day

	Tues., Nov. 15
	· ecology and eschatology

· readings distributed for final exam preparation
	Adams, “Conflagration”

last day for news reports oral presentations

	Fri., Nov. 18
	class time for final exam preparation (see Tues., Nov. 15)
	

	Tues., Nov. 22 
	class time for final exam preparation (see Tues., Nov. 15)
	

	Fri., Nov. 25
	animals and liturgy; reflections on Andrew Linzey’s Animal Rites: Liturgies of Animal Care (1999)
	prior to class, please visit/explore the 

Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics website http://www.oxfordanimalethics.com/who-we-are/animal-ethics-society/
animals in the news reports

	Tues., Nov. 29
	student presentations
	

	Fri., Dec. 2
	student presentations
	position statement

	Tues., Dec. 6
	student presentations
	

	Fri., Dec. 8
	closing reflections; final exam information
	

	TBA
	FINAL EXAM


Recommended Reading:

In some respects, eco- and animal theology are emerging subdisciplines, even though Jewish and Christian contemplation of these themes reach back to antiquity. In addition to the selective list below, there are useful online resources offering articles, reviews, bibliographies, and news items pertinent to the study of (religion and) animals. See e.g.,  

· Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics, http://www.oxfordanimalethics.com/who-we-are/animal-ethics-society/
· The Forum on Religion and Ecology at Yale, http://fore.research.yale.edu/ 

· Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals, http://www.aswa.org.uk/ 

· The Forum on Religion and Ecology at Yale, http://fore.research.yale.edu/
· Humanimalia: A Journal of Human/Animal Interface Studies, http://www.depauw.edu/humanimalia/ (= a peer reviewed journal)

· Animals & Society Institute, https://www.animalsandsociety.org/index.php 

Cassidy, Rebecca, and Molly Mullin, eds. Where the Wild Things Are Now: Domestication 

Reconsidered. Oxford and New York: Berg, 2007.

Cohn-Sherbok, Dan. “Hope for the Animal Kingdom: A Jewish Vision.” In A Communion of 

Subjects: Animals in Religion, Science, and Ethics. Ed. Paul Waldau and Kimberley 

Patton. 81-90. New York: Columbia University Press, 2006.

Daston, Lorraine, and Gregg Mitman, eds. Thinking With Animals: New Perspectives on

Anthropomorphism. New York: Columbia University Press, 2005.

Deane-Drummond, Celia E. The Ethics of Nature. New Dimensions to Religious Ethics. Malden, 

MA: Blackwell, 2004.

Donovan, Josephine, and Carol J. Adams, eds. The Feminist Care Tradition in Animal Ethics. 

New York: Columbia University Press, 2007.

Gilmour, Michael J. “Companion Animals.” Frequencies: A Collaborative Genealogy of

Spirituality. The editors are rolling out contributions to this new archive gradually. This 

particular entry is due out some time in October (http://freq.uenci.es/). 

Grim, John. “Knowing and Being Known by Animals: Indigenous Perspectives on Personhood.” 

In A Communion of Subjects: Animals in Religion, Science, and Ethics. Ed. Paul Waldau 

and Kimberley Patton. 373-90. New York: Columbia University Press, 2006.

Haught, John F. Making Sense of Evolution: Darwin, God, and the Drama of Life. Louisville: 

Westminster / John Knox Press, 2010.

Hobgood-Oster, Laura. The Friends We Keep: Unleashing Christianity’s Compassion for

Animals. Waco: Baylor University Press, 2010.

Horrell, David G. The Bible and the Environment: Towards a Critical and Ecological Biblical 

Theology. London: Equinox, 2010.

Horrell, David G., Cherryl Hunt, and Christopher Southgate. Greening Paul: Rereading the 

Apostle in a Time of Ecological Crisis. Waco: Baylor University Press, 2010.

Kalechofsky, Roberta. “Hierarchy, Kinship, and Responsibility: The Jewish Relationship to the 

Animal World.” In A Communion of Subjects: Animals in Religion, Science, and 

Ethics. Ed. Paul Waldau and Kimberley Patton. 91-99. New York: Columbia University 

Press, 2006.

Kalof, Linda, and Amy Fitzgerald, eds. The Animals Reader: The Essential Classic and

Contemporary Writings. Oxford and New York: Berg, 2007.

Kazez, Jean. Animal Kind: What We Owe to Animals. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010.

Linzey, Andrew. Animal Theology. Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1994.


. Creatures of the Same God: Explorations in Animal Theology. New York: Lantern 

Books, 2009.

Linzey, Andrew, and Dorothy Yamamoto, eds. Animals on the Agenda: Questions About Animals 

for Theology and Ethics. Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1998.

MacDonald, Nathan. What Did the Ancient Israelites Eat?: Diet in Biblical Times. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 2008.

Mayer, Jed. “The Expression of the Emotions in Man and Laboratory Animals.” Victorian Studies 

50.3 (2008): 399-417.

Neyrey, Jerome H. “Meals, Food, and Table Fellowship.” In The Social Sciences and New 

Testament Interpretation. Ed. Richard L. Rohrbaugh. 159-82.

Osborne, Catherine. Dumb Beasts and Dead Philosophers: Humanity and the Humane in Ancient 

Philosophy and Literature. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2007.

Preece, Rod. “Darwinism, Christianity, and the Great Vivisection Debate.” Journal of the History 

of Ideas 64.3 (2003): 399-419.

Reed, Stephen A. “Meat Eating and the Hebrew Bible.” In Problems in Biblical Theology: Essays 

in Honor of Rolf Knierim. Ed. Henry T. C. Sun and Keith L. Eades, with James M. 

Robinson and Garth I. Moller. 281-94. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1997.

Regan, Tom, and Andrew Linzey, eds. Other Nations: Animals in Modern Literature. Waco: 

Baylor University Press, 2010.

Singer, Peter. Animal Liberation: The Definitive Classic of the Animal Movement. Updated 

edition. New York: HarperPerennial, 2009.

Southgate, Christopher. The Groaning of Creation: God, Evolution, and the Problem of Evil. 

Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2008. 

Webb, Stephen H. On God and Dogs: A Christian Theology of Compassion for Animals. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1998.

