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Providence College

212.11 English Composition (3 credit hours)

Fall 2011

Class Times: Wednesday 12:40-1:55 // 3:20-4:35

Instructor: Luann Hiebert, B.R.S., B.A., M.A., PhD. (cand.) English Literature
Office Hours: Wednesday  
Office Location: 2H10 
Email: luann.hiebert@prov.ca 
ENGLISH COMPOSITION SYLLABUS

Course Description:

English Composition is an introductory course in written communication designed for the first-year college student. Its purpose is to help develop the student’s skills in clear, expository writing in order to prepare the student for subsequent courses as well as the workplace.

Course Objectives:

At the end of term, students should be able to do the following:

· Use the tools of effective writing;

· Research and organize an effective essay;

· Read critically and write essays in a variety of styles;

· Use writing as a practical means of communication;

· Have increased confidence in communication by writing.

Required Texts:

Badke, William B. Research Strategies: Finding Your Way through the Information Fog. 4th ed. New York: Universe. 2010.
Norton, Sarah and Brian Green. Essay Essentials with Readings. 5th ed. Thomson Nelson. 2011.
Wilhoit, Stephen. A Brief Guide to Writing Academic Arguments. Toronto: Longman Pearson. 2009. 

A. COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Attendance and Participation (5%)
Attendance and participation are expected and required to succeed in the course.

2. Assignment Format: 

All assignments should be typed and double-spaced using 12 point Times New Roman font. Please include your name and course information on each assignment. Short assignments do not require a title page. Assignments may be 1/3 of a page longer or shorter than the assigned number of pages without penalty; marks will be deducted from assignments substantially longer or shorter than required unless prior arrangements are made with the instructor.

3. Short Assignments (30%)

· Ten short assignments at 3% each, with the lowest mark dropped. (See below for detailed assignments.) Each assignment is to be one page in length (typed, double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font). Title pages are not required. Please include your name, title of assignment, due date for the assignment, and course/instructor information at the top of each assignment.
· A first draft is to be submitted in addition to the final draft. Edit each other’s first drafts outside of class. This provides feedback from another set of eyes as well as provides an opportunity to refine editing skills. 

0. Sample

Write a one page paper on the theme “At My House.” It should tell me something about the place, something of who you are, and the significance of that home/house. Only one draft is required.
I. Description

Observe a group of people in a social situation. From your observations, write a description of either: the setting, the people themselves, or what they are doing. In your description, be sure to appeal to sensory information. 

II. Narration

Retell a Bible Story in a narrative. Ask the audience to follow a series of chronological events. 

III. Example

Choose a word that describes God and give examples from both the Bible and other sources (quotes or personal experiences) to support your choice.
IV. Definition

Define a style of music that you enjoy.
V. Argument/Persuasion

Explain why effective communication is necessary in the workplace. 

VI. Process Analysis 
You have a guest coming over for dinner. Describe how to behave (or, how not to behave) at the dinner table in your home. Or write a response to the writing workshop. Describe the key points. Assess the effectiveness of the oral presentation, that is, what was helpful and what might enhance the presentation.  

Writing Workshop October 5, 9:50 – 12:15:  

“How to Do Academic Research and Write Excellent Papers”

All students, and especially new students, should attend this helpful workshop. At various points during your time as a Providence College student you will be expected to submit research and writing assignments. This workshop will help you to excel in these tasks. 

VII. Documented Essays 

Create a report on a topic of your choice using 3-5 sources. Submit two copies of your paper. One copy should make use of Turabian parenthetical references with a Works Cited, while the other copy should make use of Turabian footnotes with a Bibliography. 

VIII. Casual Analysis 
Using the principles of cause/effect, explain why and how Paul went to Rome. (Acts 21:15 - 28:27)
IX. Comparison/Contrast

Compare and contrast two (or three) parallel passages from the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke). Please list the Biblical reference for each passage you are analyzing. 

X. Division/Classification

Divide and classify the areas of ministry within your church.
4. Research Methods Assignment (10%)
Read Research Strategies: Finding Your Way through the Information Fog, by William B. Badke, and complete the unit studies called “Assignment for a Research Project” for each chapter. The unit studies will be submitted all at once on the date indicated on the syllabus. 
5. Writing Academic Arguments Assignment (10%)

Read A Brief Guide to Writing Academic Arguments, by Stephen Wilhoit. Write a 4-5 page essay that answers the question, “What is an academic argument?” based on the principles in the text. You may also make use of outside sources as applicable. 
6. Research paper (25%)
A 6-7 page research paper (on a topic of your choice, pending approval of the instructor). You must include 6-10 references from a variety of sources (for example: periodicals, books, internet, the Bible, or interview). Incorporate a clear, concise, fluid style of writing that incorporates the modes of writing studied in this course. The paper should demonstrate proficiency in proper English grammar, syntax, and proof-reading as studied in this course. The paper should have a clear title page, outline, introduction/body/conclusion with citations, proper referencing, and a reference list consistent with the style guide chosen. More information will be given as the course progresses.  
· The term paper should be formatted either according to the Chicago Manual of Style (Turabian) or APA, pending the topic being studied.  

7. Final exam (20%)
The final exam will be comprehensive of all the material covered in class. More information will be given as the course progresses.
B. COURSE ASSESSMENT 

Attendance/Participation ......……………………………….……………..…….....5%

Short Assignments (10 x 3%) …………………………...……….…………….…30%

Research Methods Assignment ….….…………………………………………....10%

Writing Academic Arguments Assignment ……………………………………..10%

Research Paper .….………………..…………………………………………..…..25%

Final exam ………………………….…………………………………..…….…....20%

Total ……………………………………………………………………..……..…100%
C. GRADING SUMMARY
Excellent

A+
4.0
91-100%




A

85-90%




A-

80-84%

Very Good

B+
3.5
77-79%

Good


B
3.0
73-76%

B- 70-72%

Satisfactory

C+
2.5
67-69%

Adequate

C
2.0
63-66%

C- 60-62%

Marginal

D+
1.0
57-59%




D

53-56%




D-

50-52%

Failure


F
0.0
<50%

D. COURSE POLICIES

1. Due Dates and Late Submissions
Assignments are to be submitted at the beginning of class on the dates indicated. If you are unable to submit your assignment in person, be sure to have it signed and dated before dropping it off in the staff mailroom. Late assignments without a time/date stamp will be considered to be submitted on the date I receive them. Late assignments will not be accepted unless prior arrangements have been made or under extenuating circumstances. 

Note: the late penalty does not apply to Sundays, religious/civic holidays, or Providence-sponsored all-day events but does apply to Saturdays and Reading Days.

2. Attendance Policy/Classroom Participation
Class participation is an integral part of this course. Therefore, regular attendance is expected. You are responsible for material covered during any classes missed and assignments remain due as indicated unless you make alternative arrangements with the instructor. Lectures will cover material in addition to the required readings so attendance is required in order to succeed in this course. If you have more than three absences, you can receive a failing grade for the course. 

3. Academic Integrity

You are expected to demonstrate academic integrity in all its various forms, and will be held accountable for doing so by the policy on Academic Conduct in the Student Handbook (http://prov.ca/studentLife/handbook.aspx). One particularly problematic breach of academic integrity is plagiarism, which is stealing ideas and writings of another person and passing them off as one’s own. For an elaboration of the nature, types, and prevention of plagiarism, see the Providence College document entitled “Academic Dishonesty: The Problem of Plagiarism in Academic Writing,” in the Providence College Academic Formation Guide available in the bookstore, or in the Providence College Policies, Procedures, and Regulations (http://prov.ca/college/ac_pol-proc-reg.aspx). Plagiarism will not be tolerated and can result in a deduction on an individual assignment, a failing grade in a course, or dismissal from the College. It is therefore advisable to avoid plagiarism in all its forms. 

4. Exam Policies

All students are expected to remain available until all examination/test obligations have been fulfilled. If you miss a final examination for compassionate or medical reasons, you may be granted an exam accommodation by making application to the Registrar’s Office. Travel plans are not an acceptable reason to miss examinations. 
E. COURSE OUTLINE
	
	Date
	Topic
	Readings Due
N = Norton

B = Badke

W=Wilhoit
	Assignments Due


	1
	Sept 7
	Syllabus/Introduction

Parts of an Essay

Parts of Speech
	N app A

   Intro

   
	

	
	
	Modes of Writing I & II
Description/Narration
	   15
	

	2
	Sept 14
	Grammar I 

Punctuation I
	N 7.7
    7.10
	Sample 

Description

	
	
	Modes of Writing III

Example 

Library: Research Strategies 
	N 11

N 15
	

	
	Sept 21
	DAY OF PRAYER no class
	
	

	3
	Sept 28
	Grammar II        
Punctuation II 
Managing Main Points
	N 7.8
  7.11-12

N 3
	Narration 

Example

	
	
	Modes of Writing IV

Definition
	W 11
	

	4
	Oct. 5

	WRITING WORKSHOP 9:50-12:15
Grammar III
	N 7.9
	Definition

	
	
	Modes of Writing VI
Process Analysis
	N 16
	Badke Research Assignment

	5
	Oct 12
	Sentences I 

Drafting an Essay I
	N 7.1-2

	Process Analysis/
Workshop Response

	
	
	Intro/Topic
	N 1-2, 7
	

	6
	Oct 19
	Modes of Writing V
Argumentation/Persuasion
	N 20
W -all
	Wilhoit Assignment 

	
	
	Drafting an Essay II

Outline/Thesis
	N 4-5 

W 10
	

	7
	Oct 26
	Drafting an Essay III
Paragraphs 
	N 6, 8-9

W 10;
	Argument /Persuasion

	
	
	Drafting an Essay IV

Style Guides 
	W147-51
N 14
	Term Paper: Topic, Thesis, Outline

	8
	Nov 2
	Sentences II 
	N 7.3-4
	Term Paper: Sources

	
	
	Modes of Writing VII
Documented Essays
	N 12-13
W 8
	

	9
	Nov 9
	Modes of Writing VIII
Causal Analysis 

Drafting an Essay V 
Revision 
	N 19

W 12
N 10
	Documented Essay

Term Paper: First Draft

	10
	Nov 16
	Sentences III

Spelling
	N 7.13-    

    7.17
	 Casual Analysis


	11
	Nov 23
	Modes of Writing IX

Comparison/Contrast

Modes of Writing X

Classification/ Division
	N 18
N 17
	Term Paper: Final Draft

	12
	Nov 30
	Putting it all together- 

Critical reading, writing, and editing
	W-all
	Comparison/Contrast Division/Classification

	13
	Dec 7
	Review for exam 

FINAL EXAM PART 1 – in class
	
	

	14
	Dec 14
	FINAL EXAM PART 2 – in gym

*Time TBA*
	
	


Special Note:

It is your responsibility to retain course syllabi for possible future use to support applications for transfer of credit to other educational institutions.
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