Providence College & Seminary Resources for Worship Study

Kara’s “Top Picks”
General Resources
Dyrness,William. A Primer on Christian Worship:  Where We’ve Been, Where We Are, 
Where We Can Go.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2008.

Engle, Paul E. and Paul A. Basden, eds.  Exploring the Worship Spectrum.  Grand 


Rapids: Zondervan, 2004.
Galli, Mark.  Beyond Smells and Bells: The Wonder and Power of Christian Liturgy.  
Brewster, MA: Paraclete Press, 2008.
Long, Thomas.  Beyond the Worship Wars.  The Alban Institute, 2001.

Johnson, Todd E., ed.   The Conviction of Things Not Seen:   Worship and Ministry  in  
the 21st Century.  Grand Rapids:  Brazos Press, 2002.
Underhill, Evelyn.  Worship.  New York: Harper and Row, 1936.

Torrance, James B. Worship, Community and the Triune God of Grace.  Downers Grove: 


Intervarsity  Press,  1997.
Webber, Robert.  Ancient-Future Worship.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2008.
_______.  Worship Old and New revised edition.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

1994.

Biblical and Theological Resources 
Bechtal, Carol M., ed.  Touching the Altar: The Old Testament for Christian Worship.  
Grand Rapids: Wm. B Eerdmans, 2008.

Bradshaw, Paul  F. Early Christian Worship:  A Basic Introduction to Ideas and Practice.  
Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1996.

Chan, Simon.  Liturgical Theology.  Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2006.

Hill, Andrew E. Enter His Courts with Praise! Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996.

Hurtado, Larry.  At the Origins of Christian Worship: the Context and Character of 
Earliest Christian Devotion.  Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans, 2000.

Lathrop, Gordon.  Holy Things: A Liturgical Theology. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 
1993.

Martin, Ralph P.  Worship in the Early Church.  Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans, 1974.
Peterson, David. Engaging with God: A Biblical Theology of Worship. Grand

Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans, 1992
Ross, Allen P.  Recalling the Hope of Glory: Biblical Worship from  the Garden 
to the 
New Creation.  Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2006.
Van Dyk, Leanne, ed.  A More Profound Alleluia: Theology and Worship in Harmony.  
Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans, 2005.

General Historical Resources 

Lang, Bernhard.  Sacred Games: a History of Christian Worship.  New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1997. 

Senn, Frank. Christian Liturgy: Catholic and Evangelical.  Minneapolis, MN: Fortress 
Press, 1997.

Wainwright, Geoffrey, and Karen Westerfield Tucker,eds. The Oxford  History  

Christian Worship. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006.
White, James F.  Introduction to Christian Worship.  Nashville: Abingdon, 1980.

Willimon, William H.  Word, Water, Wine and Bread: How Worship Has Changed Over 

the Years.  Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1980, 68.

Sacred Actions
Bridge, Donald and David Phypers.  Water that Divides: the Baptism Debate.  Leicester: 
Inter-Varsity Press, 1977.

Foley, Edward. From Age to Age: How Christians Have Celebrated the Eucharist.

Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1991
Stookey, Laurence Hull.  Baptism: Christ’s Act in the Church.  Nashville: Abingdon 
Press,1992.

​​_______.  Eucharist: Christ’s Feast with the Church.  Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 1993.

Smith, Gordon T.  A Holy Meal: The Lord’s Supper in the Life of the Church. Grand 
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005.
Vander Zee, Leonard J.  Christ, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper: Recovering the 
Sacraments for Evangelical Worship.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2004.
Preaching and Prayer
Old, Hughes Oliphant.  Leading in Prayer: A Workbook for Worship.  Grand Rapids: 

Wm B. Eerdmans, 1995.

Rienstra, Debra & Ron Reinstra.  Worship Words: Discipling Language for Faithful 
Ministry.  Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2009.
Troeger, Thomas.  Preaching and Worship.  St. Louis: Chalice Press, 2003.
Willimon, William H.  Worship as Pastoral Care.  Nashville:  Abingdon Press, 1979.
Sacred Time

Adam, Adolf.  The Liturgical Year. Matthew J. O’Connell, trans.  New York: Pueblo 

Publishing Company, 1981.

Carson, D.A., ed.  From Sabbath to Lord’s Day: A Biblical, Historical and Theological 


Investigation.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982.
Harline, Craig.  Sunday: a History of the First Day from Babylonia to the Super Bowl.  
New York, DoubleDay, 2007.
Stookey, Laurence Hull.  Calendar: Christ’s Time for the Church.  Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 1996.

Webber, Robert E.  Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality through the Christian 


Year.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2004.

Music
Best, Harold M.  Unceasing Worship:  Biblical Perspectives on Worship and the Arts.  

Downer’s Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2003.
Kidd, Reggie M.  With One Voice:  Discovering Christ’s Song in Our Worship.  Grand 
Rapids: Baker Books, 2005.

Ward, Pete.  Selling Worship: How What We Sing Has Changed the Church.  Bletchley : 
Paternoster Press, 2005.
Woods, Robert and Brian Walrath, eds.  The Message in the Music: Studying 
Contemporary Praise and Worship.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2007.
The Arts, and Technology
Begbie, Jeremy S. ed.  Beholding the Glory: Incarnation through the Arts. Grand 
Rapids: Baker Book House, 2000.

Chinn, Nancy.  Spaces for Spirit: Adorning the Church. Chicago: Liturgy  Training 


Publications, 1998.

Giles, Richard.  Re-Pitching the Tent:  Reordering the Church Building for Worship and 


Mission.  Collegeville, M.N.:  The Liturgical Press, 
2000.

Klein, Patricia  S.  Worship without Words: The Signs and Symbols of Our Faith. 
Brewster, M.A.:  Paraclete Press, 2006.
Moore, Jason and Len Wilson. Design Matters: Creating Powerful Imagery for 
Worship.  Nashville:  Abingdon Press, 2006
Schultze, Quentin J.  High-Tech Worship?  Using Presentational Technologies Wisely.  
Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2004.
Ministries of Worship
Hawn, C. Michael. One Bread, One Body: Exploring Cultural Diversity in Worship.  


Bethesda, M.D.: The Alban Institute, 2003.

Keifert, Patrick R.  Welcoming the Stranger: A Public Theology of Worship and 
Evangelism. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992.
Labberton, Mark. The Dangerous Act of Worship: Living God’s Call to Justice.   
Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 2007.

Morgenthaler, Sally.  Worship Evangelism: Inviting Unbelievers into the Presence of 
God. Grand Rapids: Zonderan, 1995.
Worship Design

Baker, Jonny, and Doug Gay.  Alternative Worship: Resources from and for the 
Emerging Church.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2003.
Kimball, Dan.  The Emerging Church: Vintage Christianity for New Generations.  Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.

Thielen, Martin.  Ancient Modern Worship.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2000.
Webber, Robert.  Planning Blended Worship: The Creative Mixture of Old and New.  

Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998.

Worship Team Resources
The Worship Sourcebook.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2005.

Kraetuer, Tom.  The Worship Leader’s Handbook. Lynwood, WA: Emerald Books, 1997.

Navarro, Kevin J.  The Complete Worship Leader.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2001.

Noland, Rory. The Heart of the Artist. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999.
Scheer, Greg.  A Musician’s Guide to Leading Modern Worship. Grand Rapids: Baker 
Books, 2006. 
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