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I. Course Description

According to Richard Foster, worship is the human response to the Divine initiative.  This course will examine the content of the Divine initiative in terms of story, and the context of the human response in terms of worship.  Primarily, corporate liturgical acts as a response to divine revelation will be explored, though spiritual formation practices will also be considered. (3 credit hours)

II. Course Objectives


Though this course, students will:

· Explore corporate worship as a narrative

· gain a greater understanding of the various descriptions and dimensions of worship that are presented in Scripture

· integrate theology with liturgical practice

· analyse and evaluate liturgical texts using a Biblical and theological framework

· discuss their own liturgical practices in terms of historical relevance and contemporary significance
· enrich their own worship practices and appreciate their own worshipping tradition

III. Course Textbooks


Dyrness, William A.  A Primer on Christian Worship.  Grand Rapids: William B. 



Eerdmans, 2009.

Van Dyk, Leanne, ed.  A More Profound Alleluia: Theology and Worship in 



Harmony.  Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 2005.

Webber, Robert E.  Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality through the 



Christian Year.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2004.

Webber, Robert E.  Ancient Future Worship: Proclaiming and Enacting God’s 

Narrative.  Grand Rapids: BakerBooks, 2008. 

IV. Course Requirements

A. Class Meetings


The class will meet from 9:00-4:00 May 3-7, 2010 for lectures and student interaction 
with the material presented.  Attendance at class is mandatory.
B. Assignments


Note:  Assignments will be graded on style, content and the judicious use of sources.  
The submission of all written assignments should include a cover page.  An example of 
the cover page will be made available to you upon request.

1. Pre Course Reading and Interaction




15%

You will read each chapter of William A. Dyrness’ A Primer of Christian Worship and write an interaction paper of approximately 5 pages.

You may choose to isolate a few concepts to interact with in general, or you may choose to approach this assignment in the style of journal entries for each chapter.  In either case, please keep the following questions in mind as you write your interaction:

What did you find helpful? challenging? disagreeable?

Did the material challenge your views on worship or on the Biblical text?  

How could you apply this material to your own ministry or context?
Please come prepared to share from your interaction with this text in the first day of the class.  The discussion questions at the end of each chapter will be uses throughout the week, so please bring this book with you to class.
DUE: May 3

2.  Chapter Interaction and Presentation  


 25%

Students will read A More Profound Alleluia before the course begins.

On the first day of class, students will select one chapter that is of particular interest to them and sign up to present that chapter during the week of class.  Chapter selections are available on a first come, first serve basis. 

You will write a 6 page review and interaction of the chapter.  You should begin your review with a one paragraph summary of the chapter.  The bulk of your interaction should deal with the integration of the theological and liturgical concepts in the chapter.   For example, you may select Chapter One and address the doctrine of the Trinity.  Your interaction should consider how the doctrine of the Trinity functions doxologically.  Conversely, you may select Chapter Four and address Creeds and Prayers.  You will need to consider how these liturgical elements function theologically.  Students must include additional sources in their interaction and analysis of the chapter.  The interaction is worth 15% of the course grade.
Students will be prepared to give a 45 minute oral presentation of the material to the class on the assigned day.  The presentation should include a brief summary of the material but it should focus mainly on an analysis of the material.  Presentations should include questions for discussion and presenters should be prepared to facilitate class interaction though discussions and/or activities.  The presentation is worth 10% of the course grade.

NOTE: Each student is responsible to read and be familiar with the material of every chapter so as to be able to fully participate in class discussions.
DUE: Week of May 3-7

3.  Ancient Future Worship Application 



20%


Students will read Robert E. Webber’s Ancient Future Worship and develop a project that best enables them to communicate and apply Webber’s ideas on worship to their own worshipping context.  This project could take the form of a sermon series, a devotional guide for Sunday school or praise and worship teams, a series of articles for a church or denominational newsletter, etc.  The form of the project must be discussed with the professor and the content must be based on Ancient Future Worship, Scripture, as well as additional resources.  This assignment is designed to allow students to teach some of the concepts they acquire in this course to the people they most closely come in contact with.  It will be graded on depth of reflection and research, as well as creative application.
DUE: on or before May 28
4.  Formation Through the Christian Year Project   

40%

Using the spiritual formation approach to the Christian year as set out in Robert E. Webber’s Ancient Future Time, students will provide a comprehensive plan for the year that would promote corporate spiritual formation throughout the Christian year in their own denominational context.  The assumption of this assignment is that the church body is formed through the telling and retelling of the worship story.



This outline should include suggestions for service plans, sermons series, music, prayers/creeds/confessions, the incorporation of the creative arts, and all other relevant material.  This plan would also include special services, and other occasional events.  

This assignment will include the following:
· a detailed rationale on the value of promoting formation through participation in the church year in your particular tradition

· a year “at-a glance” outline 

· a detailed description of each week in the year including all relevant materials for each week

· a reference list


While this assignment is based on and should therefore reference Ancient-Future Time, additional sources must be used for both the rationale as well as the actual service plans.
DUE: on or before June 11
Grade Scale:

	
Percent
	Letter Grade
	Grade Point
	Evaluation

	96 - 100
	A+
	4.0
	Exceptional

	91 - 95
	A
	
	Excellent

	86 - 90
	A-
	
	

	81 - 85
	B+
	3.5
	Above Average

	76 - 80
	B
	3.0
	

	71 - 75
	B-
	
	

	67 -70
	C+
	2.5
	Average

	63 - 66
	C
	2.0
	

	60 - 62
	C-
	
	

	55 - 59
	D
	1.0
	Below Average

	50 - 54
	D-
	
	

	49 & lower
	F
	0.0
	


V. Course Expectations
A.  Attendance

Attendance at class is mandatory in light of the limited face-to-face intensive.  Your interaction and responses are essential as it is recognised that learning is process oriented.  It is expected that you will have read and becoming familiar with all the material assigned for the day, and that you are prepared to share your thoughts and impressions of the material.  The professor reserves the right to deduct up to 15% of the final course grade for poor attendance and lack of participation. 
B.   Style Guidelines

All written work must be produced on a computer.  Title pages, introductions, conclusions, parenthetical citations, reference lists and page format must conform to Turabian (Chicago Manuel of Style) or SBL style guidelines. Please use the following websites for a quick overview of the formats
http://library.bethel.edu/class/tutorials/writ-cit/SBL_Citation.pdf
http://library.duke.edu/divinity/help/citation.html
http://www.goshen.edu/library/sblstyle.php

Please use the parenthetical author-date style of citation using Turabian or SBL guidelines. 
Students are expected to use gender inclusive language in keeping with the expectations placed on language by Canadian society.  If it is the intention of the student to refer to both males and females in a statement appropriate and grammatically correct language should be used.
C.  Academic Integrity

Students are expected to demonstrate academic integrity in all its various forms. One particularly problematic breach of academic integrity is plagiarism, which is stealing from the ideas and writings of another person and passing them off as one’s own. For an elaboration of the nature, types, and prevention of plagiarism, see the Providence College document entitled “Academic Dishonesty: The Problem of Plagiarism in Academic Writing,” in the Providence College Academic Formation Guide available in the bookstore, or in the Providence College Policies, Procedures, and Regulations (http://prov.ca/college/ac_pol-proc-reg.aspx).
D.  Late Assignments


Assignments must be submitted on time.   All late assignments will be reduced by one full letter grade.

VI. Course Schedule

	Date
	Topic/s
	Presentations

	Monday morning
	Introduction to

Worship & Story
	

	Monday afternoon
	Worship & Story in Scripture
	

	Tuesday morning
	A Brief History of the Worship Story
	

	Tuesday afternoon
	A Brief History of the Worship Story
	

	Wednesday morning
	The Story of Worship Time 
	

	Wednesday afternoon
	The Story of Worship Space
	

	Thursday morning
	The Story of the Worship Service

The Opening of Worship
Confession & Assurance
	LvD 1

LvD 2

	Thursday afternoon
	The Story of the Worship Service

Proclamation

Creeds & Prayers
	LvD 3

LvD 4

	Friday morning
	The Story of the Worship Service
Eucharist
Ending of Worship
	LvD 5

LvD 6

	Friday afternoon
	
	


NOTE: Schedule is tentative and subject to change upon consultation with the class

VII. Selected  Bibliography

General Resources

Engle, Paul E. and Paul A. Basden, eds.  Exploring the Worship Spectrum.  Grand 


Rapids: Zondervan, 2004.
Galli, Mark.  Beyond Smells and Bells: The Wonder and Power of Christian Liturgy.  
Brewster, MA: Paraclete Press, 2008.

Long, Thomas.  Beyond the Worship Wars.  The Alban Institute, 2001.
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Century.  Grand Rapids:  Brazos Press, 2002.
Pfatteicher, Philip H.  Liturgical Spirituality.  Harrisburg, PA: Trinity Press International, 
1997.
Plantinga, Cornelius Jr. & Sue A. Rozeboom.  Discerning the Spirits: A Guide to 


Thinking about Christian Worship Today.  Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 2003

Underhill, Evelyn.  Worship.  New York: Harper and Row, 1936.

Torrance, James B. Worship, Community and the Triune God of Grace.  Downers Grove: 


Intervarsity  Press,  1997.

Webber, Robert.  Worship Old and New revised edition.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

1994.

White, Susan J.  Foundations of Christian Worship. Louisville: Westminster John Knox 

Press, 2006.

Biblical and Theological Resources 

Bechtal, Carol M., ed.  Touching the Altar: The Old Testament for Christian Worship.  Grand 
Rapids: Wm. B Eerdmans, 2008.

Bradshaw, Paul  F. Early Christian Worship:  A Basic Introduction to Ideas and Practice.  
Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1996.

Chan, Simon.  Liturgical Theology.  Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2006.

Hill, Andrew E. Enter His Courts with Praise! Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996.


Hurtado, Larry.  At the Origins of Christian Worship: the Context and Character of 
Earliest Christian Devotion.  Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans, 2000.

Lathrop, Gordon.  Holy Things: A Liturgical Theology. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1993.

Martin, Ralph P.  Worship in the Early Church.  Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans, 1974.

Parry, Robin.  Worshipping the Trinity.  Waynesboro, GA: Paternoster Press, 2005.

Peterson, David. Engaging with God: A Biblical Theology of Worship. Grand

Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans, 1992

Ross, Allen P.  Recalling the Hope of Glory: Biblical Worship from the Garden to the New 
Creation.  Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2006.
General Historical Resources 

Lang, Bernhard.  Sacred Games: a History of Christian Worship.  New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1997. 
Ramshaw, Gail.  Christian Worship: 100, 000 Sundays of Symbols and Rituals.  

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2009. 

Senn, Frank. Christian Liturgy: Catholic and Evangelical.  Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 
1997.

Wainwright, Geoffrey, and Karen Westerfield Tucker,eds. The Oxford  History  

Christian Worship. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006.

White, James F.  Introduction to Christian Worship.  Nashville: Abingdon, 1980.

Willimon, William H.  Word, Water, Wine and Bread: How Worship Has Changed Over 

the Years.  Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1980, 68.

Sacred Actions
Bridge, Donald and David Phypers.  Water that Divides: the Baptism Debate.  Leicester: 
Inter-
Varsity Press, 1977.

Foley, Edward. From Age to Age: How Christians Have Celebrated the Eucharist.

Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1991.
Stookey, Laurence Hull.  Baptism: Christ’s Act in the Church.  Nashville: Abingdon 
Press,1992.

​​_______.  Eucharist: Christ’s Feast with the Church.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1993.

Smith, Gordon T.  A Holy Meal: The Lord’s Supper in the Life of the Church. Grand 
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005.

Vander Zee, Leonard J.  Christ, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper: Recovering the Sacraments for 
Evangelical Worship.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2004.
Preaching and Prayer

Old, Hughes Oliphant.  Leading in Prayer: A Workbook for Worship.  Grand Rapids: 

Wm B. Eerdmans, 1995.

Rienstra, Debra & Ron Reinstra.  Worship Words: Discipling Language for Faithful 
Ministry.  Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2009.

Troeger, Thomas.  Preaching and Worship.  St. Louis: Chalice Press, 2003.
Willimon, William H.  Worship as Pastoral Care.  Nashville:  Abingdon Press, 1979.

Sacred Time

Adam, Adolf.  The Liturgical Year. Matthew J. O’Connell, trans.  New York: Pueblo 

Publishing Company, 1981.

Carson, D.A., ed.  From Sabbath to Lord’s Day: A Biblical, Historical and Theological 


Investigation.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982.

Harline, Craig.  Sunday: a History of the First Day from Babylonia to the Super Bowl.  New 
York, DoubleDay, 2007.
Stookey, Laurence Hull.  Calendar: Christ’s Time for the Church.  Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 1996.

Music
Best, Harold M.  Unceasing Worship:  Biblical Perspectives on Worship and the Arts.  

Downer’s Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2003.
Kidd, Reggie M.  With One Voice:  Discovering Christ’s Song in Our Worship.  Grand 
Rapids: Baker Books, 2005.

Ward, Pete.  Selling Worship: How What We Sing Has Changed the Church.  Bletchley : 
Paternoster Press, 2005.

Woods, Robert and Brian Walrath, eds.  The Message in the Music: Studying Contemporary 
Praise and Worship.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2007.
The Arts, and Technology

Begbie, Jeremy S. ed.  Beholding the Glory: Incarnation through the Arts. Grand 
Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 2000.

Chinn, Nancy.  Spaces for Spirit: Adorning the Church. Chicago: Liturgy  Training 


Publications, 1998.

Giles, Richard.  Re-Pitching the Tent:  Reordering the Church Building for Worship and 


Mission.  Collegeville, M.N.:  The Liturgical Press, 
2000.

Klein, Patricia  S.  Worship without Words: The Signs and Symbols of Our Faith. 
Brewster, 
M.A.:  Paraclete Press, 2006.

Moore, Jason and Len Wilson. Design Matters: Creating Powerful Imagery for Worship.  
Nashville:  Abingdon Press, 2006

Schultze, Quentin J.  High-Tech Worship?  Using Presentational Technologies Wisely. Grand 
Rapids: Baker Books, 2004.
Ministries of Worship
Hawn, C. Michael. One Bread, One Body: Exploring Cultural Diversity in Worship.  


Bethesda, M.D.: The Alban Institute, 2003.

Keifert, Patrick R.  Welcoming the Stranger: A Public Theology of Worship and Evangelism. 
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992.
Labberton, Mark. The Dangerous Act of Worship: Living God’s Call to Justice.  Downers 
Grove: Intervarsity Press, 2007.

Morgenthaler, Sally.  Worship Evangelism: Inviting Unbelievers into the Presence of God. 
Grand Rapids: Zonderan, 1995.

Worship Design

Baker, Jonny, and Doug Gay.  Alternative Worship: Resources from and for the 
Emerging Church.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2003.
Kimball, Dan.  The Emerging Church: Vintage Christianity for New Generations.  Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.

Mitman, F. Russell.  Worship in the Shape of Scripture.  Cleveland: The Pilgrim Press, 

2001.

________.  Blessed by the Presence of God: Liturgies for Occasional Services.

Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2007.

Thielen, Martin.  Ancient Modern Worship.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2000.

Webber, Robert.  Planning Blended Worship: The Creative Mixture of Old and New.  

Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998.

Music Team Resources
The Worship Sourcebook.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2005.

Kraetuer, Tom.  The Worship Leader’s Handbook. Lynwood, WA: Emerald Books, 1997.

Navarro, Kevin J.  The Complete Worship Leader.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2001.

Noland, Rory. The Heart of the Artist. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999.
Scheer, Greg.  A Musician’s Guide to Leading Modern Worship. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 
2006. 
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