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I. Course Introduction

This course is designed to introduce students to the history, philosophy, and the role of the arts and technology in corporate worship settings.  Students will be exposed to the multiple ways in which the arts are used in Christian worship, and will be encouraged to explore different ways in which they may worship through the arts.  Students will also be encouraged to think about the use of technology in worship and develop their own framework for theological inquiry into the use of technology in corporate worship.  (3 credit hours)

II. Course Objectives

This course will enable students to:

· explore the role of art and the use of the arts in worship throughout Christian history and into the present

· develop a theological framework for assessment of the use of the arts and technology in worship

· design  worship services using various artistic mediums

· develop a philosophy for the use of art and technology in worship

III. Course Textbooks

Required

Jensen, Robin M.  The Substance of Things Seen: Art, Faith and the Christian 

Community.  Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 2004.


Schultze, Quentin J.  High-Tech Worship?  Using Presentational Technologies 

Wisely.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2004.
IV. Course Requirements

A. Class Meetings

The class meets twice weekly for lectures and student interaction with the material presented.  Your attendance is both needed and expected.  It is assumed that a certain amount of learning takes place within the classroom setting through student interaction with and discussion of the material present.  Your interaction and responses are encouraged during the class period as it is recognised that learning is a process.  Please be aware that if you miss a class period it is your responsibility to acquire any notes or information given in that period from a classmate.  

B. Assignments

Note:  Assignments will be graded on style, content and the judicious use of sources.  The submission of most written assignments should include a cover page.  An example of the college wide approved cover page will be made available to you upon request.

1. Reading  Journal – 30%
 Each student will read the assigned chapters of Robin Jensen’s The Substance of Things Seen according to the schedule.  The student will then answer the following two questions:

1. What have I learned about worship from this chapter?

2. What can I apply to my worship context that might enhance the worship experience?

Each journal entry should begin with a one paragraph summary of the material in the chapter, highlighting the major ideas or concepts.  Students should answer the first question, interacting with any particular practices or ideas that they found relevant or interesting and include some further research (for example scholarly or popular journal articles, an entry from an encyclopaedia, or a portion of a book) with comment.  Please use Turabian parenthetical citation format for all references. Students should then answer the second question and include some practical thoughts and ideas that are applicable to the students’ current worship context.  

Each journal entry will be worth 5% of the course grade.  Reading Journal due dates are as follows:

I: Visual Art and Spiritual Formation in the Christian Tradition – January 13
II: Visual Exegesis: Sacred Text and Narrative Art in Early Christianity – January 23
III: Idol or Icon? The Invisible and Incarnate God – February 6
IV: Beyond the Decorative and Didactic: The Uses of Art in the Church – February 17
V:  Holy Paces and Scared Spaces– February 27
VI: The Beautiful and Disturbing: Art, Taste and Religious Value – March 20
2. Group Project  - 15%

As a group, the class will design and implement a Providence College chapel service..  Students will work together to plan a Stations of the Cross service for the Providence College Community, incorporating the arts and technology. Service design will be discussed with the professor and a service plan must be submitted along with the rationale for the service design.  Chapel Date: Tuesday, April 7
Evaluation Description:

Service Design and Implementation (group mark) – 10 points

Peer Evaluation (individual mark) – 5 points

3. Book Interaction – 20%

Students will read High-Tech Worship? and prepare a 6-8 page interaction paper in two parts. The first part of the paper should consist of the following:

- a brief summary (2-3 paragraphs) of the material

- a  minimum of three concepts or ideas found in chapters 1-7 that the student found particularly important/questionable/thought provoking 

The second part of the assignment is an application of the concepts taught in the book.  Students will read carefully though Schultze’s 6 recommendations in “Moving Forward Wisely”(chapter 8) and respond personally to each suggestion.  In their responses, students should suggest ways that these recommendations may be applied to their current worship settings (church, small group, college, etc).  Suggestions should be concrete, manageable, and organic.

Students will use the following bibliographic entry format at the top of the page:

Quentin J. Schultze.  High-Tech Worship? Using Presentational Technologies Wisely.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2004.  

Students may then use in text parentheses when citing page numbers.  The use of additional sources is required and all sources must be cited using parenthetical citations in Turabian format.

DUE:  February 20
4. Nicene Creed Project – 15%

The Nicene Creed will be divided up into creedal statements by the professor and students will select one statement for this assignment.  Students will then create an art or technology piece that describes, explains, relates or recounts their portion of the Nicene Creed.  


Students will submit a written rationale explaining their piece that focuses on the theological tenets of the selected creedal statement of the Nicene Creed.  Students will present their art piece along with their rationale in class. A grading rubric will be provided in class.

5. Philosophy Article – 20%

You are the worship and arts co-ordinator at your church.  You have asked to write an article for the church newsletter entitled “Why We Embrace the Arts in Our Service.”  Your article should provide a rationale for the use of the arts in your church service.  You will want to incorporate Biblical, theological, and historical rationale as well as additional rationale as you see fit.  Your article should be about 1200 words and may be written in an informal style.  Though a “popular” article, you must include outside research complete with references.
DUE: April 13, 10:30 am
C. Evaluation/Grading


Reading Journal




30 %

Stations of the Cross Group Project 

            15%

Book Interaction




20%


Nicene Creed Project




15%


Philosophy Article




20%


Grade Scale:

	
Percent
	Letter Grade
	Grade Point
	Evaluation

	96 - 100
	A+
	4.0
	Exceptional

	91 - 95
	A
	
	Excellent

	86 - 90
	A-
	
	

	81 - 85
	B+
	3.5
	Above Average

	76 - 80
	B
	3.0
	

	71 - 75
	B-
	
	

	67 -70
	C+
	2.5
	Average

	63 - 66
	C
	2.0
	

	60 - 62
	C-
	
	

	55 - 59
	D
	1.0
	Below Average

	50 - 54
	D-
	
	

	49 & lower
	F
	0.0
	


V. Course Guidelines

A. Late Assignment/Extension Policy

Assignments are expected to be handed in at the beginning of each class on the assigned due date.  If the assignment is not handed in at the beginning of the class on the due date, it will be considered late.  All late assignments will be reduced by one full letter grade. Extensions for assignments will not be given.  If the student believes he or she has a valid reason for the reason for turning in a late assignment, a late assignment submission form should be attached to the assignment when the assignment is handed in with appropriate documentation.  The instructor will then decide the appropriate percentage, if any, to reduce the final mark by.  Assignments will not be received via email.

Participation in sports teams/tournaments or performing arts groups/performances are not valid reasons for late assignments. Common illnesses, busy schedules or assignments forgotten or left in other locations are also not valid reasons for late assignments.  Please note that problems related to computer equipment, printers or disks are not normally valid reasons for late assignments. Students are encouraged to organise their schedules if they are aware that they will be away from class or particularly busy during a certain point in the semester.  

Assignments cannot be accepted after examinations without the permission from the Academic Committee.

B. Academic Integrity

Students are expected to demonstrate academic integrity in all its various forms, and will be held accountable for doing so by the policy on Academic Conduct in the Student Handbook (http://prov.ca/studentLife/handbook.aspx). One particularly problematic breach of academic integrity is plagiarism, which is stealing from the ideas and writings of another person and passing them off as one’s own. For an elaboration of the nature, types, and prevention of plagiarism, see the Providence College document entitled “Academic Dishonesty: The Problem of Plagiarism in Academic Writing,” in the Providence College Academic Formation Guide available in the bookstore, or in the Providence College Policies, Procedures, and Regulations (http://prov.ca/college/ac_pol-proc-reg.aspx).
C. Style Guidelines

All written work must be produced on a computer.  Title pages, introductions, conclusions, parenthetical citations, reference lists and page format must conform to Turabian (Chicago Manuel of Style) or SBL style guidelines. Please use the following websites for a quick overview of the formats

http://library.bethel.edu/class/tutorials/writ-cit/SBL_Citation.pdf
http://library.duke.edu/divinity/help/citation.html
http://www.goshen.edu/library/sblstyle.php
Please use the parenthetical author-date style of citation using Turabian or SBL guidelines. A list of websites that provide writing and formatting guidelines is available on request.
Students are expected to use gender inclusive language in keeping with the expectations placed on language by Canadian society.  If it is the intention of the student to refer to both males and females in a statement appropriate and grammatically correct language should be used.
D. Information and Communication Technologies in the Classroom


Student use of information and communication technologies for purposes other than class note-taking is not allowed in the classroom, as students are expected to give their total attention to class activities. Use of cell-phones or iPods is never appropriate in the classroom, and use of laptop computers to play games, chat with others, browse the internet, or engage material not related to the class is always distracting to classmates and disrespectful to the instructor. Unlike some other post-secondary institutions, Providence has not yet found it necessary to ban laptops from the classroom, or prevent wireless internet access in classrooms. Only judicious use of them will keep it that way.
VI. Bibliography

Selected bibliography will be available upon request.

VI.   Course Schedule
	Date
	Topic(s)
	Assignments

	January 6
	Introduction
	

	January 9
	Use of Symbol
	 

	January 13
	Environment – Architecture 
	Reading Journal I

	January 16
	Environment - Architecture
	

	January 20
	Environment – Primary and Secondary Art
	

	January 23
	A Christian Aesthetic
	Reading Journal II

	January 27
	Day of Prayer
	

	January 30
	
	

	February 3
	Fine Art
	

	February 6
	Fine Art
	Reading Journal III

	February 10
	Technology in Worship - History
	

	February 13
	Technology in Worship – Philosophy
	

	February 17
	Technology and Liturgy & Imagery
	Reading Journal IV

	February 20
	
	

	February 24
	Film Theology
	Book Interaction

	February 27
	Film Theology
	Reading Journal V

	March 2-6
	Reading Week
	

	March 10
	Language and Proclamation
	

	March 13
	Literature and Poetry in Worship
	

	March 17
	Physical Arts – Drama
	

	March 20
	Service Prep
	Reading Journal VI

	March 24
	Nicene Creed Presentations
	Nicene Creed 1-5

	March 27
	Nicene Creed Presentations
	Nicene Creed 6-11

	March 31
	Physical Arts – Dance
	

	April 3
	Field Trip
	

	April 7
	Creating Art for Worship
	Chapel Service

	April 10
	Good Friday
	

	April 13, 10:30
	
	Philosophy Paper


NOTE: Schedule is tentative and subject to change upon consultation with the class
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