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Syllabus 
I. Course Description

This course provides students with an overview of worship theory and practice in the Christian context.  Through this survey course, students will be exposed to the many aspects of corporate Christian worship and encouraged to think critically about their own worship practices. (3 credit hours)

II. Course Objectives

This course will enable students to:

· develop an understanding of what constitutes worship in the life of the church

· explore biblical and historical foundations of worship

· develop a greater appreciation for and understanding of the use of music and the arts in Christian worship

· gain a deeper understanding of the liturgical year and the sacred actions of worship

· design and implement worship services

· consider worship ministry as a both a passion and a vocation

III. Course Textbooks
Engle, Paul E. and Paul A. Basden, eds.  Exploring the Worship Spectrum.  Grand 


Rapids: Zondervan, 2004.
Webber, Robert E.  Ancient-Future Worship.  Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2008.
IV. Course Requirements

A. Class Meetings

The class meets weekly for lectures and student interaction with the material presented.  Your attendance is both needed and expected.  It is assumed that a certain amount of learning takes place within the classroom setting through student interaction with and discussion of the material present.  Your interaction and responses are encouraged during the class period as it is recognised that learning is process oriented.  Please be aware that if you miss a class period it is your responsibility to acquire any notes or information given in that period from a classmate.  The professor reserves the right to deduct up to 10% of the final course grade for poor attendance, lack of participation, or misuse of information technologies in the classroom.

B. Assignments


Note:  Assignments will be graded on style, content and the judicious use of sources.  
The submission of all written assignments should include a cover page.  An example of 
the college wide approved cover page will be made available to you upon request.

1. Ancient Future Worship Reading and Reflection
Each student is expected to read the assigned chapters of Ancient-Future Worship before the class in order to better participate in class discussion. Each student is expected to thoroughly read the assigned chapters according to the schedule.  On the days on which the readings are due, students will be expected to bring the following to class:
- their well marked text – students will be expected to interact with the ideas of the text in the text.  The professor will collect the texts at the end of the class and return them the following day.
- a ½-1 page summary of the major themes or areas of interest of the chapter

-at least one discussion question the student had as a result of thoroughly reading the chapter
      Students will be graded on the level of their interaction and engagement.

2. Article Presentation and Discussion

Each student will partner with two other students to lead the class in a seminar style presentation.  Each group will select one chapter from Exploring the Worship Spectrum and do a thorough reading and examination of the content. You will present the chapter to the rest of the class on an assigned day.  Your presentation should evidence understanding of the viewpoint selected as well as the responses to the viewpoint selected. You should begin your presentation with a short summary of the chapter/viewpoint and the bulk of your presentation should be organised in three parts:

· statements or ideas that you agreed with or affirmed

· statements or ideas with which you disagreed or believed were erroneous 

· questions you had and questions for discussion. 

 You will need to provide an outline or handouts for the class (please note the number of students in the class) and you will be responsible for photocopying.  As a significant portion of your presentation, be prepared to lead the class in a discussion of the chapter.  A sign up sheet and schedule will be distributed in class then posted outside the professor’s office.  Chapters are available on a first come, first serve basis.

3. Worship Service Reflections
Each student is required to attend two church services of different traditions and write a 3-4 page reflection paper after the visit.  One of the two services must be a tradition other than your own and it would be preferable if you could attend two services in a tradition other than your own. 

This should not be a paper identifying what you liked or did not like about the service.  Rather, discuss the church service in light of the following four things:

a. Focus/theme

b. Style/structure

c. Congregational Participation

d. Use of the arts (music, visual arts including use of projection technologies, physical arts (including use of body), worship space, and use of symbol)


Students should organize their papers around the four categories above.  You must describe the service or the elements of the service in each of the four sections and provide a reflective analysis in each of the sections.  You must identify the church and city, and the date of the visit.  Please attach any material you received from the church (bulletin, order of service etc)


DUE: November 30
4. Chapel Service Group Project 
The class will be divided into groups and each group will design and lead a Providence Tuesday chapel service for the Providence community.
Service plans will be discussed and approved by the professor.  There will be a peer group evaluation in addition to the grade assigned to the group.

5. Final Exam - Lectionary Service Plan

The student will design a service around lectionary readings.  Each student will first describe the context of the worship service, then prepare a service plan using lectionary readings assigned to them one week prior to the exam date as a guideline. The submitted plan should be detailed, descriptive, creative, and feasible in the student’s own worship context. DUE: 

C. Evaluation/Grading

Ancient Future Worship 



32%

Article Presentation and Discussion


20%

Worship Service Reflections (2)


15%
Chapel Service Group Project



15%


Exam – Lectionary Service Plan


18%
Grade Scale:

	
Percent
	Letter Grade
	Grade Point
	Evaluation

	96 - 100
	A+
	4.0
	Exceptional

	91 - 95
	A
	
	Excellent

	86 - 90
	A-
	
	

	81 - 85
	B+
	3.5
	Above Average

	76 - 80
	B
	3.0
	

	71 - 75
	B-
	
	

	67 -70
	C+
	2.5
	Average

	63 - 66
	C
	2.0
	

	60 - 62
	C-
	
	

	55 - 59
	D
	1.0
	Below Average

	50 - 54
	D-
	
	

	49 & lower
	F
	0.0
	


V. Course Guidelines

A. Late Assignment/Extension Policy

Assignments are expected to be handed in at the beginning of each class on the assigned due date.  If the assignment is not handed in at the beginning of the class on the due date, it will be considered late.  All late assignments will be reduced by one full letter grade.  Once the class assignments have been marked and returned, you may submit your assignment for a pass grade only.

Extensions for assignments will not be given.  If the student believes he or she has a valid reason turning in a late assignment, a late assignment submission form should be attached to the assignment when the assignment is handed in with appropriate documentation.  The instructor will then decide the appropriate percentage, if any, to reduce the final mark by.  Assignments will not be received via email.


Participation in sports teams/tournaments or performing arts groups/performances are not valid reasons for late assignments. Common illnesses, busy schedules or assignments forgotten or left in other locations are also not valid reasons for late assignments.  Please note that problems related to computer equipment, printers or disks are not normally valid reasons for late assignments. Students are encouraged to organise their schedules if they are aware that they will be away from class or particularly busy during a certain point in the semester.  

Assignments cannot be accepted after examinations without the permission from the Academic Committee.

Please note that the final date for Voluntary Withdrawal for all courses is November 14, 2011.
B. Academic Integrity

Issues of academic integrity will be dealt with according to the policies outlined in the Academic Conduct section of the Student Handbook (http://www.providencecollege.ca/college/student_life/), the Providence College document entitled “Academic Dishonesty: The Problem of Plagiarism in Academic Writing,” in the Providence College Academic Formation Guide available in the Bookstore. Students are strongly encouraged to familiarize themselves with the policies and with the consequences attached to their violation.

C. Style Guidelines

All written work must be produced on a computer.  Title pages, introductions, conclusions, parenthetical citations, reference lists and page format must conform to Turabian (Chicago Manuel of Style) or SBL style guidelines. Please use the following websites for a quick overview of the formats

http://library.bethel.edu/class/tutorials/writ-cit/SBL_Citation.pdf
http://library.duke.edu/divinity/help/citation.html
http://www.goshen.edu/library/sblstyle.php
Please use the parenthetical author-date style of citation using Turabian or SBL guidelines. A list of websites that provide writing and formatting guidelines is available on request.

Students are expected to use gender inclusive language in keeping with the expectations placed on language by Canadian society.  If it is the intention of the student to refer to both males and females in a statement appropriate and grammatically correct language should be used.

In order to provide you with tools to assist your academic success, you are expected to attend the following session:

Wednesday, October 5, 9:50 – 12:15    
“How to Do Academic Research and Write Excellent Papers”

All students, and especially new students, should attend this helpful workshop. At various points during your time as a Providence College student you will be expected to submit research and writing assignments. This workshop will help you to excel in these tasks. 

D.  Information and Communication Technologies in the Classroom


Student use of information and communication technologies for purposes other than class note-taking is not allowed in the classroom, as students are expected to give their total attention to class activities. Use of cell-phones or iPods is never appropriate in the classroom, and use of laptop computers to play games, chat with others, browse the internet, or engage material not related to the class is always distracting to classmates and disrespectful to the instructor. The professor reserves the right to temporarily or permanently ban the use of laptops or other information and communication technologies for any or all students.  

.

VI. Bibliography

Selected bibliography is available on Dr. Mandryk’s Providence web page

VII. Course Schedule

	Date
	Topic(s)
	Readings
	Assignments

	September 7
	Introduction

Old Testament Worship
	
	

	September 14
	Worship Does God’s Story

Synagogue Worship
NT Worship
	Conclusion (read only)

1
	

	September 21
	Worship Remembers the Past

Worship Anticipates the Future

20 Centuries of Worship
	2
3
	

	September 28
	How the Fullness of God’s Story Became Lost

20 Centuries of Worship 
	4
	

	October 1
	Remembrance & Anticipation

Worship Design

Presentation: Formal –Liturgical Worship
	 5
	

	October 5
	Chapel Planning
	
	

	
	How to Do Academic Research and Write Excellent Papers

9:50-12:15
	
	

	October 12
	Word

Proclamation

Presentation: Traditional Hymns Based Worship
	6
	

	October 19
	Eucharist

Baptism
	7
	

	October 26
	Prayer

Presentation: Contemporary Music Driven Worship
	8
	Tuesday, October 25 - Chapel

	November 2
	Music 

The Arts
	
	Tuesday, Nov 1 - Chapel

	November 9
	Environment

Presentation: Charismatic Worship
	
	

	November 16
	Presentation: Blended Worship 

Liturgical Time
	
	Tuesday, Nov 15 - Chapel

	November 23
	Christian Year: Cycle of Light

Cycle of Life
	
	

	November 30
	Presentation: Emerging Worship

	
	Worship Service Reflections

	December 7
	Worship Service Discussion
Communion Service
	
	

	TBA – Final exam date
	
	
	Lectionary Service Plan


NOTE: Schedule is tentative and subject to change upon consultation with the class
( Special Note to Students:


+


It is your responsibility to retain course syllabi for possible future use to support application for transfer of credit to other educational institutions.
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