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I. Course Introduction

This course will explore the central theme of worship in Scripture and examine the Biblical text through the lens of worship defined as “the human response to the divine initiative.”  Students will also be introduced to liturgical theology and discover the necessity of doing worship theologically and doing theology doxologically. (3 credit hours)

II. Course Objectives

This course will enable students to:

· gain a greater understanding of the various descriptions and dimensions of worship that are presented in Scripture

· discover how theology and worship intersect

· integrate theology with liturgical practice

· analyse and evaluate liturgical texts using a Biblical and theological framework

· enrich their own worship practices

III. Course Textbooks

Required

Ross, Allen P.  Recalling the Hope of Glory: Biblical Worship from  the Garden 
to the New Creation.  Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2006.

Van Dyk, Leanne, ed.  A More Profound Alleluia: Theology and Worship in 
Harmony.  Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 2005.

IV. Course Requirements

A. Class Meetings

The class meets twice weekly for lectures and student interaction with the material presented.  This is a seminar style course that relies heavily on student participation.  Your attendance is both needed and expected.  

You are responsible for familiarising yourself with the readings and discussion topics for each class.  Students should be prepared to raise points of discussion, answer questions and lead group discussions when asked.  Please be aware that if you miss a class period it is your responsibility to acquire any notes or information given in that period from a classmate.   

B. Assignments

Note:  Assignments will be graded on style, content and the judicious use of sources.  The submission of most written assignments should include a cover page.  An example of the college wide approved cover page will be made available to you upon request.

1. Reading  Journal – 30%
Each student will read the assigned sections of Allan Ross’ Recalling the Hope of Glory according to the schedule and write a one page, single spaced, journal entry on each chapter.  A cover page is not required for this assignment.  These journal entries are not summaries of the material – you are to interact with one or more of the concepts presented by the author.  What did you find helpful?  What did you find challenging?  Did the material challenge your views on worship, or on the Biblical text?  Could you apply this material to your own ministry or context?

Each journal entry is due at the beginning of the class according to the attached schedule and a portion of time at the beginning of each class period will be given to discussion of the chapter.  Students may be randomly selected to present a portion of their journal and should be prepared to lead a short discussion on the chapter.

2. Chapter Interaction and Presentation  - 20%

Students will examine A More Profound Alleluia, select one chapter that is of particular interest to them and sign up for a class presentation. A sign up sheet and schedule will be distributed in class then posted.  Chapter selections are available on a first come, first serve basis and the sign up sheet will be posted outside of the professor’s office.  
The chapter selections will be divided up into two parts - the liturgical events the chapter addresses and the theological doctrine the chapter addresses.  You will write a 5 page review and interaction of the chapter.  You should begin your review with a one paragraph summary of the chapter.  The bulk of your interaction should deal with the integration of the theological and liturgical concepts in the chapter.   For example, you may select Chapter One and address the doctrine of the Trinity.  Your interaction should consider how the doctrine of the Trinity functions doxologically.  Conversely, you may select Chapter Four and address Creeds and Prayers.  You will need to consider how these liturgical elements function theologically.  Students must include additional sources in their interaction and analysis of the chapter.  The interaction is worth 15% of the course grade.
Students will be prepared to give a 20 minute oral presentation of the material to the class on the assigned day.  The presentation should include a brief summary of the material but it should focus mainly on an analysis of the material.  Presentations should include a few questions for discussion.  The presentation is worth 5% of the course grade.

NOTE: Each student is responsible to read and be familiar with the material of every chapter so as to be able to fully participate in class discussions.

3. Liturgical text Analysis – 10%
Students will write a biblical/theological analysis of a liturgical text of their own choosing.  The text you choose must have been used in a worship service you have attended recently. This may be a song, prayer, or some part of a formal liturgy. Evaluate the text biblically and theologically – what are the Scripture references or allusions in the text?  What part of the Christian story does the text tell?  What are the theological presuppositions of the text?  What theological concepts does the text teach or proclaim?

Students should be prepared to share their analysis with the class on the assigned date.
DUE: February 13
4. Research Paper & Project – 30%

Students will select a topic of particular interest to them from the topics discussed in class or in their course texts.  Students MUST have topic approval from the professor.  In order to receive topic approval students must submit a research outline complete with thesis statement and working bibliography.  Once approval is granted, students will prepare the following two part assignment:
Part One – 25%


Write a 10 page research paper on the approved topic.  The research paper should evidence clear and consistent thinking, sound arguments and counter arguments, and depth of analysis.  Students should also pay special attention to consistency in presentation and communication.  Remember – you may have wonderful ideas and arguments but if they are not communicated clearly you will not be understood.  

Each research paper should cite a minimum of 10 scholarly sources (excluding internet citations) and at least two of those sources must be journal articles.  Please be aware that internet citations are permitted, providing they are from a reliable websites, however students should limit their dependence upon web sources as these sources WILL NOT be counted in the 10 scholarly sources requirement.  Any research paper submitted that does not meet the stated bibliographic requirements will receive an automatic failure.  Turabian (Chicago Manuel of Style) or SBL style format is required, all citations must be parenthetical reference format.

Part Two – 5%


Students will create an original piece of liturgical material that is based on their research.  This may be a worship liturgy, a hymn or song, a sermon, a set of liturgical readings and prayers, a dramatic sketch, a piece of artwork (painting, multi-media, textiles) etc.  You will present your work to the class complete with an explanation of your research, and the connection of the piece to the research.

5. Final Exam – 10%


Details of the final exam will be given in class.  Final Exam due Friday, April 16, 10:30.
C. Evaluation/Grading


Reading Journal




30%

Chapter Presentation 




20%


Liturgical Text analysis



10%

Research Paper & Project


            30%


Final Exam





10%

Grade Scale:

	Percent
	Letter Grade
	Grade Point
	Evaluation

	96 - 100
	A+
	4.0
	Exceptional

	91 - 95
	A
	
	Excellent

	86 - 90
	A-
	
	

	81 - 85
	B+
	3.5
	Above Average

	76 - 80
	B
	3.0
	

	71 - 75
	B-
	
	

	67 -70
	C+
	2.5
	Average

	63 - 66
	C
	2.0
	

	60 - 62
	C-
	
	

	55 - 59
	D
	1.0
	Below Average

	50 - 54
	D-
	
	

	49 & lower
	F
	0.0
	


V. Course Guidelines

A. Late Assignment/Extension Policy

Assignments are expected to be handed in at the beginning of each class on the assigned due date.  If the assignment is not handed in at the beginning of the class on the due date, it will be considered late.  All late assignments will be reduced by one full letter grade. Extensions for assignments will not be given.  If the student believes he or she has a valid reason for the reason for turning in a late assignment, a late assignment submission form should be attached to the assignment when the assignment is handed in with appropriate documentation.  The instructor will then decide the appropriate percentage, if any, to reduce the final mark by.  Assignments will not be received via email.

Participation in sports teams/tournaments or performing arts groups/performances are not valid reasons for late assignments. Common illnesses, busy schedules or assignments forgotten or left in other locations are also not valid reasons for late assignments.  Please note that problems related to computer equipment, printers or disks are not normally valid reasons for late assignments. Students are encouraged to organise their schedules if they are aware that they will be away from class or particularly busy during a certain point in the semester.  

Assignments cannot be accepted after examinations without the permission from the Academic Committee.

B. Academic Integrity

Students are expected to demonstrate academic integrity in all its various forms, and will be held accountable for doing so by the policy on Academic Conduct in the Student Handbook (http://prov.ca/studentLife/handbook.aspx). One particularly problematic breach of academic integrity is plagiarism, which is stealing from the ideas and writings of another person and passing them off as one’s own. For an elaboration of the nature, types, and prevention of plagiarism, see the Providence College document entitled “Academic Dishonesty: The Problem of Plagiarism in Academic Writing,” in the Providence College Academic Formation Guide available in the bookstore, or in the Providence College Policies, Procedures, and Regulations (http://prov.ca/college/ac_pol-proc-reg.aspx).
C. Style Guidelines

All written work must be produced on a computer.  Title pages, introductions, conclusions, parenthetical citations, reference lists and page format must conform to Turabian (Chicago Manuel of Style) or SBL style guidelines. Please use the following websites for a quick overview of the formats

http://library.bethel.edu/class/tutorials/writ-cit/SBL_Citation.pdf
http://library.duke.edu/divinity/help/citation.html
http://www.goshen.edu/library/sblstyle.php
Please use the parenthetical author-date style of citation using Turabian or SBL guidelines. A list of websites that provide writing and formatting guidelines is available on request.

Students are expected to use gender inclusive language in keeping with the expectations placed on language by Canadian society.  If it is the intention of the student to refer to both males and females in a statement appropriate and grammatically correct language should be used.

D. Information and Communication Technologies in the Classroom


Student use of information and communication technologies for purposes other than class note-taking is not allowed in the classroom, as students are expected to give their total attention to class activities. Use of cell-phones or iPods is never appropriate in the classroom, and use of laptop computers to play games, chat with others, browse the internet, or engage material not related to the class is always distracting to classmates and disrespectful to the instructor. Unlike some other post-secondary institutions, Providence has not yet found it necessary to ban laptops from the classroom, or prevent wireless internet access in classrooms. Only judicious use of them will keep it that way.
VI. Bibliography

Selected bibliography will be available upon request.

VI.   Course Schedule
	Date
	Topic(s)
	Assignments

	January 6
	Introduction
	

	January 9
	Biblical Theology of Worship
	

	January 13
	Worshipping the Glory of God
	APR - 1

	January 16
	The Memory of Paradise
	APR - 2

	January 20
	Worship With Proclamation
	APR - 3

	January 23
	Worship with Sacrifice
	APR - 4

	January 27
	Day of Prayer
	DP - 4

	January 30
	
	

	February 3
	Worship as Praise
	APR - 5

	February 6
	Worship Reformed
	APR - 6

	February 10
	Worship Transformed
	APR - 7

	February 13
	
	Liturgical Text Analysis

	February 17
	Worship in Christ
	APR – 8 

Research outline

	February 20
	
	

	February 24
	The Perfection of Worship
	APR - 9

	February 27
	Basic Principles for More Glorious Worship
	APR  - 10

	March 2-6
	Reading Week
	

	March 10
	The Shape of the Liturgy
	LVD – Intro (read only)

	March 13
	Class Presentations on Research
	Research paper

	March 17
	Class Presentations on Research
	

	March 20
	The Opening Of Worship - Trinity
	LVD - 1

	March 24
	Confession and Assurance – Sin and Grace
	LVD - 2

	March 27
	Proclamation – Revelation, Christology
	LVD - 3

	March 31
	Creeds and Prayers – Ecclesiology
	LVD - 4

	April 3
	Eucharist – Eschatology
	LVD - 5

	April 7
	Ending of Worship – Ethics
	LVD - 6

	April 10
	Good Friday 
	

	April 16
	Final Exam 
	Due by 10:30 am


NOTE: Schedule is tentative and subject to change upon consultation with the class
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