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I. Course Introduction

 
This course encourages a deeper understanding of and appreciation for the diversity of Christian spiritual practices.  Drawing from Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant traditions, selected rituals of prayer will be examined in light of both historical context and current praxis, and emphasis will be given to the adaptation of classic rituals of prayer to the post-modern environment.  Students will be encouraged to both explore and experience various rituals of prayer.  Subsequently, this course will be highly interactive.   (3 credit hours)
II. Course Objectives

This course will enable students to:

· deepen their understanding of humanity’s desire to connect with God through the rituals of prayer

· gain an understanding of the nature of Christian spirituality as distinct but not necessarily separate from a particular tradition or denominational practices

· celebrate the diversity of Christian spiritual traditions

· experience rituals of prayer from Christian traditions other than their own

· adapt historic rituals of prayer to their own 21st century context

III. Course Textbooks

Required:

Jones, Tony.  The Sacred Way: Spiritual Practices for Everyday Life.  Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 2005.

Required Alternate (choose one of):
Nouwen, Henri J.M.  Behold the Beauty of the Lord: Praying with Icons.  rev. ed.  
Notre Dame: Ave Maria Press, 2007.
Doerr, Nan Lewis & Virgina Stem Owens.  Praying With Beads.  Grand Rapids: 
William B. Eerdmans, 2007.

IV. Course Requirements

A. Class Meetings

The class meets once weekly for lectures and student interaction with the material presented.  Your attendance is both needed and expected.  Absence for more than 4 single block classes will result in an automatic failure and attendance will be taken at the beginning of each single block.  This course is highly interactive and student participation, interaction, and responses are encouraged during the class period as it is recognised that learning is process oriented.  Please be aware that if you miss a class period it is your responsibility to acquire any notes or information given in that period from a classmate. The professor reserves the right to deduct up to 15% of the final course grade for poor attendance and lack of participation. 
B. Readings and Discussion Board
Each student is expected to read the assigned chapters of The Sacred Way before the class in order to better participate in class discussion.  This text forms the basis for the class lectures, therefore familiarity with the material is essential.  Students should be prepared to raise points of discussion, answer questions and lead group discussions when asked.  Students will also be required to submit their thoughts on the readings and class lectures to an online discussion group. The professor will post a blog entry every Friday related to the coming week’s assigned reading(s).  Students will be given up to 1 mark for a posting prior to when the class begins.  Students will only be given marks if they reference (complete with page number) the assigned chapter in The Sacred Way, and incorporate original thought.  For example, simply agreeing with another student’s posting does not constitute original thought nor does quoting the text without any interaction.  Students are encouraged to submit follow up thoughts after the class, but will not be graded on these submissions.
Students will be invited to the Google Group called “Rituals of Prayer” by the professor and must become a member of this group by Wednesday, January 13th.  Access to this group is limited to class members and the professor will manage and moderate this group.  Please be aware that when you are posting your comments on the discussion board, you should be courteous, fair, and employ formatting, grammar and spelling that you would use in an academic setting.
C. Assignments

Note:  Assignments will be graded on style, content and the judicious use of sources.  The submission of all written assignments should include a cover page.  An example of the college wide approved cover page will be made available to you upon request.

1. Book Interaction

Students will select either Behold the Beauty of the Lord or Praying With Beads and 
prepare a 6 page interaction paper in two parts. The first part of the paper should 
consist of the following:

- a brief summary of the material

- a  minimum of three concepts or ideas that the student found particularly important/questionable/thought provoking.
This portion of the book interaction must include additional research from at least 2 academic sources other than the assigned texts.  In-text parenthetical citations are required.


The second part of the assignment is an application of the concepts taught 
in 
the book.  Students will engage in the prayer experiences as described in the text 
selected (the use of icons in prayer in Beholding the Beauty of the Lord and the use of 
prayer beads in Praying With Beads).  Students will then write a brief description of 
the action they took and their reactions and thoughts after the prayer experience.  


Students should note that this is a reflective assignment and should give 
themselves ample time to fully engage with the material.


The interaction paper is due February 3rd.
2. Labyrinth Group Project

As a class, students will design, assemble, and host a Holy Week Stations 
of 
the Cross Labyrinth.  Students will be divided up into small groups, each group will be 
responsible for certain aspects of the labyrinth such as construction, lay out,
explanation and stations. The labyrinth will be set up in the College chapel and will be 
open to the Providence College and Seminary community during Holy Week (March 
29-April 2).  Students will be required to sign up for different time slots throughout 
the week as hosts.  Students will be evaluated by the instructor (15%) and their peers 
(5%).

3. Daily Office Project




Through this assignment, students will have the opportunity to engage in daily 
prayers from a variety of Christian traditions using various formats.  




Each student will participate for two weeks in a cycle of daily prayer beginning 
March 7 and ending March 20 and will prepare a plan for their own participation.  
Each student must chose daily prayers from a variety of Christian traditions 
(Orthodox, Catholic, and various Protestant traditions) and chose a variety of formats 
including but not limited to prayer books, new media (online prayer, audio/visual) and 
prayer groups (morning prayer at Providence, prayer meetings or evensong at various 
churches etc).  Students are also expected to experience daily prayers at various times 
throughout the day as well as participate in both private and corporate prayer.  It is up 
to students to 
research and discover the various options and formats of the daily 
office that are available and students are encouraged to include a significant 
amount of diversity in their Daily Office Plan




Students will create a short journal entry every day of their participation in the 
various daily office traditions and will submit their daily journal along with a 3 page 
concluding reflection paper for evaluation.  Students will be graded on the scope of 
their plan as well as their depth of reflection in the journal and concluding reflection.



The Daily Office Plan must be submitted by for evaluation by the professor by 
February 17.  It will be returned to the students no later than February 24.


Students will submit the following on March 24:
· The original Daily Office Plan submitted to the professor

· If applicable, the revised Daily Office Plan

· References to ALL materials used in the Daily Office Plan.  As much as possible, please include print versions of the materials used such as daily prayers, handouts, bulletins etc.  If it is not possible to include a print version, you are required to include citations of the material used.

· The student’s journal entries (may be handwritten only if legible)

· The concluding 3 page reflection paper

4. Study and Adaptation of Prayer Ritual


Students will select one ritual of prayer either discussed in class or cleared with the professor.*  Students then will prepare the following for this assignment:

1. 
Students will prepare a short research paper (5 pages), that examines the history and practice of the ritual.  This paper should also be scripturally sound.  Students must include citations (Turabian in text citation format) in this research paper.

2. Using the information from the research paper, students will then design a devotional study that adapts the prayer ritual to the context of their chosen audience.  

3. Each student will find a place to present their study and engage in the ritual, such as a Bible Study, Youth Group, Sunday School, or care group.  Please remember to give sufficient time to fully engage in the study and the prayer ritual.

4. The student will then hand in the following:

· The research paper complete with citations

· The devotional study complete with any handouts or additional materials 
given to the participants

· A description of the context of the study

· A description of and reaction to the experience of the devotional study 
and prayer ritual

· A compilation of thoughts and reactions from those who participated in 
the study/prayer ritual.


This assignment can be submitted at any point during the semester but is due 
no later than 8:30 am on Wednesday, April 14th.
D.  Evaluation/Grading


Readings and Discussion Board


15%

Book Interaction




15%

Daily Office Project




20%

Labyrinth Group Project



20%


Study and Adaptation of Prayer Ritual

30%

Grade Scale:

	
Percent
	Letter Grade
	Grade Point
	Evaluation

	96 - 100
	A+
	4.0
	Exceptional

	91 - 95
	A
	
	Excellent

	86 - 90
	A-
	
	

	81 - 85
	B+
	3.5
	Above Average

	76 - 80
	B
	3.0
	

	71 - 75
	B-
	
	

	67 -70
	C+
	2.5
	Average

	63 - 66
	C
	2.0
	

	60 - 62
	C-
	
	

	55 - 59
	D
	1.0
	Below Average

	50 - 54
	D-
	
	

	49 & lower
	F
	0.0
	


V. Course Guidelines

A. Late Assignment/Extension Policy

Assignments are expected to be handed in at the beginning of each class on the assigned due date.  If the assignment is not handed in at the beginning of the class on the due date, it will be considered late.  All late assignments will be reduced by one full letter grade. Once the class assignments have been marked and returned, you may submit your assignment for a pass grade only.
Extensions for assignments will not be given.  If the student believes he or she has a valid reason for the reason for turning in a late assignment, a late assignment submission form should be attached to the assignment when the assignment is handed in with appropriate documentation.  The instructor will then decide the appropriate percentage, if any, to reduce the final mark by.  Assignments will not be received via email.

Participation in sports teams/tournaments or performing arts groups/performances are not valid reasons for late assignments. Common illnesses, busy schedules or assignments forgotten or left in other locations are also not valid reasons for late assignments.  Please note that problems related to computer equipment, printers or disks are not normally valid reasons for late assignments. Students are encouraged to organise their schedules if they are aware that they will be away from class or particularly busy during a certain point in the semester.  

Assignments cannot be accepted after examinations without the permission from the Academic Committee.

Please note that the final date for Voluntary Withdrawal for all courses is March 12, 2010.
B. Academic Integrity

Students are expected to demonstrate academic integrity in all its various forms, and will be held accountable for doing so by the policy on Academic Conduct in the Student Handbook (http://prov.ca/studentLife/handbook.aspx). One particularly problematic breach of academic integrity is plagiarism, which is stealing from the ideas and writings of another person and passing them off as one’s own. For an elaboration of the nature, types, and prevention of plagiarism, see the Providence College document entitled “Academic Dishonesty: The Problem of Plagiarism in Academic Writing,” in the Providence College Academic Formation Guide available in the bookstore, or in the Providence College Policies, Procedures, and Regulations (http://prov.ca/college/ac_pol-proc-reg.aspx).
C. Style Guidelines

All written work must be produced on a computer.  Title pages, introductions, conclusions, parenthetical citations, reference lists and page format must conform to Turabian (Chicago Manuel of Style) or SBL style guidelines. Please use the following websites for a quick overview of the formats

http://library.bethel.edu/class/tutorials/writ-cit/SBL_Citation.pdf
http://library.duke.edu/divinity/help/citation.html
http://www.goshen.edu/library/sblstyle.php
Please use the parenthetical author-date style of citation using Turabian or SBL guidelines. A list of websites that provide writing and formatting guidelines is available on request.

Students are expected to use gender inclusive language in keeping with the expectations placed on language by Canadian society.  If it is the intention of the student to refer to both males and females in a statement appropriate and grammatically correct language should be used.

D.  Information and Communication Technologies in the Classroom


Student use of information and communication technologies for purposes other than class note-taking is not allowed in the classroom, as students are expected to give their total attention to class activities. Use of cell-phones or iPods is never appropriate in the classroom, and use of laptop computers to play games, chat with others, browse the internet, or engage material not related to the class is always distracting to classmates and disrespectful to the instructor. The professor reserves the right to temporarily or permanently ban the use of laptops or other information and communication technologies for any or all students.  
VI. Course Schedule

	Date
	Topic(s)
	Readings
	Assignments

	January 13a
	Introduction
	
	

	January 13b
	Prayer and Ritual
	TJ – 1, 2
	

	January 20a
	Silence
	TJ – 3
	

	January 20b
	Meditation
	TJ – 7
	

	January 27a
	Centering Prayer
	TJ – 6
	Special guest – 

	January 27b
	Centering Prayer
	
	Heather Marchand

	February 3a
	Daily Office
	TJ - 11
	Book Interaction

	February 3b
	Daily Office
	
	

	February 10a
	Lectio Divina
	TJ - 4
	

	February 10b
	Lectio Divina
	
	

	February 17a
	Pilgrimages
	TJ – 14
	Daily Office Plan

	February 17b
	Stations of the Cross
	TJ – 13
	

	February 24a
	Ignatian Examen
	TJ - 8
	

	February 24b
	Labyrinth Group Project
	
	

	March 1-5
	Reading Week
	
	

	March 10a
	Icons
	TJ – 9
	

	March 10b
	Icons
	
	

	March 17a
	Labyrinth 
	TJ -12
	Special Guest – 

	March 17b
	Labyrinth
	
	Barbara Barnett

	March 24a
	Fasting
	TJ – 15
	Daily Office Project

	March 24b
	Jesus Prayer
	TJ - 5
	

	March 31a
	Prayer Ropes and Beads
	TJ – 16
	Labyrinth group project 

	March 31b
	Prayer Ropes and Beads
	
	(March 29-April 2)

	April 7a
	Embodied Prayer 
	
	

	April 7b
	Embodied Prayer
	
	

	April 14a
	Praying with Taize
	TJ – epilogue
	Study and Adaptation of Prayer Ritual

	April 14b
	Praying with Taize
	
	


NOTE: Schedule is tentative and subject to change upon consultation with the class
* Students will not be permitted to select The Daily Office or the Prayer Ritual that they covered in their book interaction (Icons or Praying with Beads).
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