PROVIDENCE COLLEGE

Department of Arts and Sciences

213.21 – PHIL: History of Philosophy

Semester: Winter 2012
Class hours: Mondays & Thursdays 9:50 - 11:05 a.m.
Classroom: 5
Credit hours: 3

Instructor: Hendrik van der Breggen, Ph.D.

Office: 2A16

Office hours: Fridays 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (by appointment)

Phone: (204) 433 7488 x242

Email: hendrik.vanderbreggen@prov.ca
_____________________SYLLABUS___________________

A.  COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is a brief introduction to the chief concerns and methods of the most influential western philosophers from ancient Greeks times to the present.

B.  COURSE OBJECTIVES

Through this course the student will have gained a deeper understanding of the following:

· the history, methods, and issues of western philosophy

· the art of philosophical analysis and critique

· the indebtedness of contemporary thought to the great thinkers of the past

· the fact that what seems new philosophically often isn’t.

C.  COURSE TEXT AND SUPPLEMENTARY RESOURCES

1. Required Textbook
Stumpf, Samuel Enoch & James Fieser. Philosophy: History and Problems, 8th edition.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 2012.

2. Recommended (but not required) Textbook
Groothuis, Douglas.  On Jesus.  Wadsworth Philosophers Series.  Toronto: Thomson/ Wadsworth, 2003.

3. Supplementary Readings
Some lecture notes and various articles will be distributed in class or electronically or made available in the library.

D.  COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Listening to lectures and participation in class discussions.  (See Course Policies below regarding attendance, punctuality, and appropriate in-class behaviour.)

2. Reading of assigned portions of the textbooks plus assigned supplementary readings.
3. Completion of each of the following:

(a) Midterm test.  Date: March 1.  Location: In class.  The midterm test will involve true/ false and short answer questions.  These questions will help students to develop as well as demonstrate their understanding of the course material covered up to this time.
(b) Endterm test.  Date: April 19. Location: To be announced. The final test will involve true/false and short answer questions.  These questions will help students to develop as well as demonstrate their understanding of the course material covered (primarily) since the midterm test.
(c) Essay/s.  The student can choose to write one long or two short essays. The single large essay or two half-sized essays will allow the student to investigate either (1) a specific philosophical topic, while keeping an eye (or ear) to what other major philosophers have said about the topic, or (2) a particular philosopher’s view on a topic, or (3) a particular philosopher’s overall philosophy. The student should accurately report what the philosopher/s wrote or said on the chosen topic, using some relevant primary sources as well as helpful secondary sources, plus the student should assess the position, using careful argument. One of the short essays may be an essay-review of Groothuis’s book On Jesus.  A good paper will display (1) an accurate and subtle understanding of philosophical issues and (2) skill in argumentation.  Papers will be graded not on conclusions drawn, but on the adequacy of the understanding displayed and the quality of the arguments put forward.  (Friendly advice: Do not leave the project until the last minute.)  Length/s: “Long” paper = 10 pages maximum (12-point font, double-spaced, one-inch margins); “short” paper = 5 pages maximum.  Due date: April 12 (in class, at beginning of class).  No late papers will be accepted (except in cases of serious illness, extreme emergency, or death; see late assignment policy below).
E. GRADING SUMMARY
1. Grade Components
Midterm test



 15%


Final test



 15%

Paper/s




 70%

Total




100%

2. Grading Scale 

Final course letter grades and Grade Point equivalents will be calculated using this scale:


Quality



Letter
GP
%
Exceptional


A+
4.0 
93-100

Excellent


A

85-92





A-

80-84

Superior


B+
3.5
77-79

Good



B
3.0 
73-76





B-

70-72

Satisfactory/Average

C+
2.5 
67-69

Adequate


C
2.0 
63-66





C-

60-62

Marginal


D+
1.0
57-59

Poor



D

53-56

D- 50-52

Failure



F
0.0
<50

F.  COURSE POLICIES

Full text to the academic policies, procedures and regulations of Providence College can be found online in the Student Handbook (http://www.providencecollege.ca/college/student_life/) and the College Academic Calendar (http://www.providencecollege.ca/college/programs/registrars_office/calendar/
1.  Class Attendance Policy

Attendance is expected as well as highly recommended.  Your instructor’s lectures will add clarity to the contents of the course textbook and supplementary readings, and your instructor’s lectures will sometimes address topics not covered by the course textbook and supplementary readings.  Also, much will be learned from class discussions. 

Three unexcused absences are allowed: i.e., three 1.25-hour class meetings may be missed without penalty or documentation of excuse (absences due to college sports outings will count as allowed unexcused absences).  Thereafter a 3 percent deduction from the final course grade is levied per missed class (unless the absence is excused for a good reason such as serious illness, extreme emergency, or death, verified by a reasonable authority such as a medical doctor; in these cases the student must fill out an Absence Form as well as submit appropriate documentation).  (The Absence Form can be found at the end of the online version of this syllabus.)

Arriving to class late is a seriously frowned upon behaviour.  If a student is late for class, he/she is advised to enter the class quietly from the rear of the room and be seated quietly at the rear of the room.  At the end of the class the late student should advise the professor of the late student’s attendance to avoid being recorded as absent (the late student should do this after the professor has finished talking with all other students about matters relating to course content).

Inappropriate behaviour while attending class (e.g., talking without instructor’s approval) is unacceptable.  Such behaviour may result in a 5 or more percent deduction from the final grade, depending upon the severity of the inappropriate behaviour (as judged by the instructor).  By maintaining his/her registration in the class, the student agrees to abide by the following ground rules for discussion:

· Rule 1 – Show your hand when you wish to speak.

· Rule 2 – Speak only when asked to speak.

· Rule 3 – When you begin to speak state your name clearly.

· Rule 4 – One person speaks at a time.

· Rule 5 – Be quiet when another person is speaking.

· Rule 6 – Feel free to voice disagreement, but do so with gentleness and respect.

· Rule 7 – Try to make each other feel comfortable enough to make mistakes: i.e., don’t scoff or laugh in a put-down sort of way.  (Note: Good thinking requires practice, and practice usually involves the making of mistakes—and the making of mistakes in a class discussion often leads to greater understanding for everyone.)

· Rule 8 – Stop the talking/discussion when your instructor says stop.  (Your instructor has material that has to get covered during the course.  If you are not satisfied with the outcome of a discussion or lecture, then feel free to make an appointment with your professor to continue the discussion.)

2. Information and Communication Technologies in Class
Student use of information and communication technology (ICT) such as laptop computers, cell-phones, iPods, etc. is not allowed in the classroom.  Anyone using an ICT will be asked to either cease doing so or leave the classroom. (If you have a special learning need, please consult with your instructor.)  While your instructor deeply regrets the inconvenience for note-taking this becomes for those who use their laptops responsibly, too many students in the past have abused ICTs in the classroom, distracting themselves and their classmates, thereby disrespecting the educational enterprise.  Our advanced technologies have created a need to regain the ability to give sustained total attention to a single focus, a life skill now more in need of nurture than the ability to multi-task.  (As partial compensation, your instructor will post PowerPoint presentations on the Student Portal of Blackbaud under "shared documents.")  Students are expected to give their total attention to class activities.

3.  Late Assignment Policy

Late assignments will not be accepted (except in cases of serious illness, extreme emergency, or death, verified by a reasonable authority such as a medical doctor; in these cases the student must fill out a Late Assignment Submission Form as well as submit appropriate documentation).  (The Late Assignment Form can be found at the end of the online version of this syllabus.)
4. Final Exam Policy

All requests to have a final exam rescheduled must be approved by the Academic Committee in accordance with the Examination General Regulations (available in the College Academic Calendar http://www.providencecollege.ca/college/programs/registrars_office/calendar/).  Students are encouraged to read the exam schedule early in the semester to determine whether there is a conflict and, if there is a conflict, advise the Registrar's Office immediately.  Note: Travel and other reservations should not be made for any time prior to the student’s last scheduled examination.  Examinations will not be rescheduled to accommodate travel plans.

5.  Missed Exams

Students who miss exams other than a final exam are responsible to contact the professor within one week of the exam date if they still wish to write the exam.  Permission to do so will be given to only those students who present evidence or reasonable grounds acceptable to the professor for having missed the exam: e.g., serious illness, extreme emergency, or death, verified by a reasonable authority such as a medical doctor (in these cases the student must fill out a Late Assignment Submission Form [see below in the online version of the syllabus, but this form will be adjusted for a missed exam] as well as submit appropriate documentation).  Note: Travel plans are not an acceptable reason to miss exams.  Exam accommodations are not provided to facilitate travel and all applications citing travel as the extenuating circumstance will be denied.  The format of the exam will be at the discretion of the professor, with essay questions likely.  Students who do not write an exam by at most two weeks after the exam date will receive a grade of zero for that component of the course.  (Exceptions to final exams must be processed by application to the Registrar's Office, not the professor.) 

6.  Plagiarism

Students are expected to demonstrate academic integrity in all its various forms, and students will be held accountable for doing so by the policy on Academic Conduct in the Student Handbook: http://www.providencecollege.ca/college/student_life/.  One particularly problematic breach of academic integrity is plagiarism, which is stealing from the ideas and writings of another person and passing them off as one’s own. For an elaboration of the nature, types, and prevention of plagiarism, see the documents “How to Cite Sources and Avoid Plagiarism” and “Students’ Guide to Preventing and Avoiding Plagiarism” which are both available on the Providence College website:
http://www.providencecollege.ca/college/library/information/use_a_style_guide_or_create_a_bibliography/.

G.  COURSE OUTLINE

1. Daily Course Format
In general, each class will be structured as follows:

(a) Welcome

(b) Attendance

(c) Brief overview of day’s lecture

(d) Misc. announcements/corrections 

(e) Prayer

(f) Lecture and discussion

2. Course Structure (Topical and Chronological)
Note 1: The outlined topical structure below is a work in progress (the coverage of some/many topics may be more or less extensive than planned). Therefore, the outlined chronological structure is left without content, except for test and essay due dates—dates that are quite firm.

Note 2: Your textbook is actually two books.  Readings from book one by Stumpf and Fieser (hereafter S&F) are listed below (book one is Socrates to Sartre and Beyond: A History of Philosophy). Students are encouraged to dip into some relevant classical sources from book two of the main textbook as the course progresses (book two is Classic Readings in the History of Philosophy).
Note 3: Supplementary readings (hereafter SR) will be either distributed in class or electronically or will be made available in the library.

(a) Course Structure - Topical
Introductions

· To the course

· To each other

· To philosophy in general and history of philosophy in particular (SR)

Preliminary conceptual clarifications

· Theories of truth (SR)

· Contradiction (SR)

· Logic/ argument (SR)

Ancient Greek Philosophy

· Socrates’ Predecessors (S&F, ch. 1)

· Sophists and Socrates (S&F, ch. 2)

· Plato (S&F, ch. 3)

· Aristotle (S&F, ch. 4)

Hellenistic and Medieval Philosophy

· Classical Philosophy after Aristotle (S&F, ch. 5)
· Augustine (S&F, ch. 6)

· Philosophy in the Early Middle Ages (S&F, ch. 7)

· Aquinas and his Late Medieval Successors (S&F, ch. 8)

Early Modern Philosophy

· Philosophy during the Renaissance (S&F, ch. 9)

· Rationalism on the Continent (S&F, ch. 10)

· Empiricism in Britain (S&F, ch. 11)

· Enlightenment Philosophy (S&F, ch. 12)

Late Modern and Nineteenth-Century Philosophy

· Kant (S&F, ch. 13)

· German Idealism (S&F, ch. 14)

· Utilitarianism and Positivism (S&F, ch. 15)

· Kierkegaard, Marx, and Nietzsche (S&F, ch. 16)

Twentieth-Century and Contemporary Philosophy

· Pragmatism and Process Philosophy (S&F, ch. 17)

· Analytic Philosophy (S&F, ch. 18)

· Phenomenology and Existentialism (S&F, ch. 19)

· Recent Philosophy (S&F, ch. 20)

Concluding Comments
· Virtues of a philosopher

(b) Course Structure - Chronological
As mentioned above, the outlined topical structure (above) is a work in progress (and so the coverage of some/many topics may be more or less extensive than originally planned).  Therefore, the outlined chronological structure (below) is left without content, except for important dates concerning tests and essays—dates that are quite firm.
January 12 
January 16, 19
January 23, 26
January 30
February 6, 9
February 13, 16
February 23
February 27, March 1—Midterm 
March 5, 8—Reading days
(March 12—Last day for voluntary withdrawal)
March 12, 15
March 19, 22
March 26, 29
April 2, 5

April 9, 12—Essay/s due
April 19—Final test
H.  BIBLIOGRAPHY

The course bibliography can be seen on the online version of this syllabus.
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